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Elements of Practical Midwifery, or Com- 
panion to the Lying-in Room. By C. 
Water, Consulting Surgeon to the 
London and Southwark Midwifery Insti- 
tution, &c. &e. 2d edit. 12mo. pp. 199, 
with three Engravings of the process of 
nataral parturition. London, Highley. 
1831, 

Or the practical value of the first edition of 

this highly useful little compendium, the ra- 

pid and extensive circulation it experienced 
constitutes a decisive index, To the in- 
creased merits of the preeent edition we 
are happy to bear testimony. From the 
size of the volume, and the concise fulness 

(to use an apparent paradox) of its aptly-ar- 

ranged contents, we are iuclined strongly 

to recommend it as the clinical compa- 
nion of the inexperienced accoucheur. The 
chapter on ‘‘ management after delivery ” 
appears to us so judicious that we feel we 
shall do our junior readers some service by 
transferring it to our columns, while it will 
afford, at the same time, a fair specimen of 
the author's judicious aad perspicuous in- 
structions :— 

MANAGEMENT AFTER DELIVERY. 

* As soon as the placenta is expelled, 
the practitioner should introduce his finger 
into the vagiua, to satisfy himself that no 
laceration has taken place, that the uterus 
ia not inverted, and that no portior of the 
feta] membrane remains behind. The wet 
napkia is then to be removed, and two dry 
ques applied, one to the vulva, the other 
spread out and placed under the patient’s 
bips, If the bandage d the abd 
bus become loose, it ought to be re-tighten- 
ed; and where there has been hemorrhage, 
additional pressure may be made upon the 
uterus, by placing a formed of folded 
linen underneath it. simple nourish- 
ment, as gruel or sago, in small qoantities,* 


is to be given her, and she,is then to be 
left at rest for at least three-quarters of an 
hoar ; after which, the soiled Jinen may be 
removed, the dry clothes, which had been 
previously pi around her, drawn down, 
and she may, very gently and cautiously, 
be placed in the bed. . The horizontal 

ture should all this time be preserved by 
the patient ; she ought by no means to be 
allowed to sit up, much less to assist in 
arranging her dress, as hemorrhage would 
very probably be induced by this cireum- 
stance 


“There isalways a great degree of vascular 
excitement during parturition ; the pulse 
becomes exceediugly hurried, and, from the 
strong disposition there existe in the female 
to febrile and inflammatory disease after- 
wards, it becomes of some moment that the 
circuldtion should, as soon as possible, be 
restored to its equilibrium, Opium, from 
its well-known tendency to procure sleep, 
most powerfully contributes to this effect, 
and hence the propriety of exhibiting a 
large dose as soon as the patient is in bed, 
From forty to sixty minims of the tincture 
may be considered an average quantity ; 
and, in order to assist its operation, ¢t 
light should be excluded from the chamber, 
and the most perfect stillness enjoined, 
When the remedy acts favourably, the pa- 
tient awakens refreshed ; the frequency of 
the pulse is also greatly diminished, 

‘© In order to relieve those painful and 
spasmodic actions of the uterus,. which, 
from their occurring after delivery, have 
been called after-pains, the opium may be 
continued, in smaller quantities, during the 
succeeding twenty-four hours, or still longer 
if occasion require, and it will be found 
serviceable to use it in the following form : 


. opi, M. 
45 
Fiat ris sumendus. 
“ These pains are often ingly se- 


vere, and ought always to be put astop to.* 


* If the female be 


* It has been asserted by some that these pains 
are quite natural, and are instituted for the purpose 
of expelling any coagala ought 


partnrient it will be right to add ove. 
No, 417. 
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necessary that tbe parts of zeneration al 
kept in a state of quietude after the ex- 


upon one without in some In regdleting 
dirbig other. Half an onnce of 
Oil generally answe 


the purpose as 

ll or better than any ot ne, and 

dose may be repeated at the pescncr 

four or dix hours, if the bowels have not 

been telieved. Where the oil 

does not sit eesily on the stomach, any} 
Other aad mild laxative is to be sub- 

it. The purgative must be re- 

as occasion réquires, and this is 

nf oli the medical treatment that is ne- 


The diet of puerperal h 
** "The pue patients ought, 
the first three days, to consist chiiely of 
and toast, &c.; nothing stimu- 
ng is to be allowed, for fear of indacing | b 
in ion. The old 
ig now very properly gone out o 
ion. On the if ov 
ing be doing well, slight solid nouri 
‘ment may be ed, "such as boiled chicken, 
or, if it be ‘preferred, nutritious 
fo In the course of a few days 
the fethale may return to her com- 
mon diet, It ise opinion, and one 
whieh a to be founded in fact, that ale 
or porter has a great tendency to encourage 
the setretion of milk. This beverage, how- 
ever} should be intérdicted antil after the 


among nurses to 
w ther mistresses to sit up too early 

t Confibement, which frequéntly lays 
for prolapsus uteri, and other 

unpleasant #ymptoms. No female, how - 


tone. tab pened 
up to ber meals; but should recline on a 


This howe 
y far cont 
tnessed by 


“pnd 
tion, 


of the milk being the 
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the intends. to suckle her 
infant, it is & ~_ of some importance thet 
it be placed éurly to the breast. Whiere 
this bas been delayed, it sometimes beppens 
that serious inflammation is set up, and 
great suffering is experienced. In order, to 
prevent such an occurrence, the child should 
put to the nipple és soon as the female 
has récovered from thé ‘exertion of Hér li- 
bour, éven there be but jittle secre- 
-|tion of milk. It is well known that the 
- | application of the child has a tendeney to 
bring in the draught,” as nurses term it; 
Which is, in fact, a rdésh of blood into the 
gland for the purpose of its secrétion. When, 
from the flattened state of the nipples; the 
infant ex es much difficulty in get- 
ting them, nipple to.draw 

them out by means of the ni 
to replace. the child bef 
they are again retracted. Ne requently 
requires much erance, 
and irritable women, with ikea first chil- 
dren, sometimes get sq much fatigued and 
annoyed, that they feel inclined to giye up 
the attempt altogether ; it is, however, the 
duty of the medical man ston gly to en- 
courage them to proceéd, for, independently 
proper nourishment 
of the infant, without which it is vot likely 
ther, reason 


pal 


is retard 


to thrive, there is yet ano 


he should her to perseveré, naniél 
the fact that, as a general rule, women 


not conceive during the 

and are therefore saved the een 

effects, which would be. prod cee their 
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fourth day, and fér still longer period i 
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eases 
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epide, 
‘ever matural and easy her labour has been Th 
ought to be allowed to rise from her recum leaves 
bent position before the expiration of ness 
week ; this ig not giving at all too muc — 
od 
notte be thei’, 
of 
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AUSCULTATION’ 


customary to give dn 
ies bore; Tete 
a Vid OF the 


has in ite 
‘Of ol. ma made use 
the lower | usoal 


work diet “yan con- 
the author bas omitted. some 
portance ‘whith should stareely have been 
over in a manua evett ‘of li- 
dim Shsions the" ‘prékent, In 
vagecly and vulgarly associated together 
under the appellation of * puerperal fever,” 
we fidd Mr. Waller assigning ‘the nitare 
and beat of the leading virieti¢s in the 
femeiological, forms of thet affection, to 
sthenic or astheaic inflammation of the pe- 
ritonedm. Now, Mr. Waller is certainly 
quite correct when he teaches the existence 
of peritoneal inflammation in the last class 
of cases, but we think he should not have 
overlooked. the contributions to the patho- 
logy of “* puerperal fever,” furnished by Dr. 
D.D, Davis and M. Caillard, who have ad- 
diiced & mouftitudinous series of cases, show- 
ing the existence of phlebitis of the uterine 
Veins in.every genuine instance of the dis- 
ease which fell under their observations. 
We have lately published a set of these 
cases, gu! from the description i in the 
French of the recent melancholy 
e Hotel-Dieu, 

The next omission we have to allude to 
leaves a tématkable hiatus in the complete- 
of the following paragraph :— 

INDICATING PREGKANCY, 

the existence of pregnancy, with- 


ai examination per veginam, 
thei anléss the female be 
vanced atid {he womb consequently 
developed, the accducheur will be 
liable to be mistaken: in all cased 
is better to ‘avoid giving a decisive 
opinion,’ Of the symptoms generally enu- 


fairly | ftom that wh 
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general, the first symptom ich takes place 


leading a woman to suppose that she js ih 
the family Way; ié suppressibn of the cata- 
meniat flow; but tlieré aré so many 
teuding to produce this effect, that a cate 
examination is necessary to ascertain whe- 
ther it be not the result of disease. Sick- 
tess in the morning is a frequent attendant 
upon the pregnant condition; this sympu- 
thetic vomiting should be distinguished 
ich i is produced by diseased 

Stomach. In the latter case it willbe m ‘a 
more constant, in the former the female 
quently feels no inconvéniente after the 
morning part of the day. Othér signs have 
been enumerated, such as geverai emacia- 
tion, an increase in the glandular structure 
of the breast ; enlargement and darkening 
of the areola surrounding the nipple ; the 
abdomen becoming prominent, and a sensa- 
tion of motion felt within it, Petbaps the 
best single symptom is the chunge in the 
size and colour of the areola; this, in firat 
, is usually remarkably distinct. 
f, in addition to this appearance, milk be 
secreted, the probability will be increased. 
Some females experience t irritation 
about the neck of the bladder in the very 
early part of pregnavey whicli soon subsides. 
This is the result of sympathetic irritation 
whereas, when this symptom %ccurs 
the erd of pregnanty, it‘ arises in’ conse- 
quence of the mechanical effect of pressure.” 
Mr. Waller's silence on the powers of the 
stethoscope in solving this ever-interestitig 
and sometimes vitally-important probteda, 
appears rather surprising. “We aré not 
aware whether Mr. Waller be the disciple 
or antagonist of the opinions and assértions 
advanced by M. Kergaradee, Drs Kennedy, 
Nagle, anid Sthérs; but frdih his deservedly 
high character as ah Observant pfactitioner, 
we should have attached some importance 
to lis judgment on this subject. 
Since writing the preceding observations 
the arrival of a parce! of foreign journals 
supplies most with ‘the’ fol- 
lowing extremely curious piece of informa- 
tion, We translate the brief article from 
our estéemed contemporaty the Lancette 
Frangaise :— 

SOCIBTY OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE, 

ly 7, 1831 

M. Naccus read to thesociety an account 
of his experiments on atine if’ individaals 
ini stiite of bealtl dnd of disedde. He first 
detailed some experiments on — . 
of the ol. ricini into-the rectumr}and its sub- 
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By, glowing the urine of pregoant 
women of pursed, tostand for some time, 


of. aleohol to the. urine. | 

The, presence of this matter in the uring 
isa new and highly valuable mode of detect- 
ing pregnaacy,.and M. Nauche bas recently 
applied itin the happiest manner. Having 
been, consultedin the month of March lest 
by a female whose menstruation was arrest- 
ed and her abdomen so voluminous that 
the | ‘of pregnancy Could not be 
decided “Wy the ‘touch, the abundant case- 
her urjoe at once en- 
abled’ M. ‘Nauclie to mee her preg-' 
nent, Soon after, she into the 
Hotel Dieu. The physician of the ward 
and séveral of his pupils examined per vagi- 
nam and with the stethoscope, and all agreed 
that-sher wasynot pregnant. Her state, 
however, soon became more ‘evident, and 
she was shortly delivered at the natural 
time, 


We have no hesitation in saying, that 
should this discovery be fully confirmed, it 
will sank,as.one of the most important addi- 
tions, made. to judicial medicine for many 
years, We) have already applied the test 
in one,exse, and found it perfectly cor- 
reet. | We have reason to believe that the 
investigation. will be immediately repeated 
in country sufficiently extensive 
seale by gentleman who devotes much 
attention to these inquiries, and who will 
doubtless speedily make public the result of 
his experiments... The great importance of 
the iuquiry willbe felt at once, by supposing 
M. Nanvche’s patient to have been convicted 
of a. capital offence, and by recollecting that 
the negative opinion of the physician of the 
Hotel Dieu would have consigned ber uv- 
born child to share the scaffold with its 
mother. “aul lo wadulue 

Facts of this description cannot be oyer- 
valued, but their importance is only known 
after the. fullest investigation. When such 
omiasions are observed by students, 
babit of carelessness is often peat! in 


ivol ead 


Besais peur servir: a | Analyse: des Rawr, 
x4 
ib tod , qaua 6 as bos ,qroveid 

| de Pharmacie of des, Sciences, A 
Keurier ct, Vas, Suivantes, 
2831. eoigod) 2idT Aner 
first paper) by Henry (Gis), inthe: 
the Journaide Phar~ 
macie, fotms part of an essay on the! 
of mineral waters, whiels; whed-completed,. 
will prove ‘of! ecctraordinpry!) advantage 
such the medival profession las pdsaess. 
indastry: enough themselves: a0- 
quainted with! ‘subject, of whicly the:ma- 
jority: of »practitiowers reaiain imo’ state of: 
disgraceful ignorance, We-do'not speak iw 
meédsured tetins, simply because: 
baneful effects are thus daily indweed, while 
the opposite degree of knowleége would be 
to an’ equal extent beneficial to the jrecti- 
tioner, and to the patients under his ¢harge, 
for numerous chronic diseases;” There ix 
searcely a situation in’ life ‘in’ whick the 
physician can be placed, that he isnot liable 
to he called on to exercise this kind of in- 
formation. In military employment, it id 
necessary that he should be competent to 
decide on the salubrity of the springs én tlie 
vicinity of encampments, as ‘was! iistanced 
not long since in Algiers, when the Osman- 
lis poisoned the wells from swhieli the 
French soldiery derived their supplies.) dn 
naval life, again, the same ‘knowledge be- 
comes essential to: guide the watering: par- 
ties in their choice, and to ascertain! whether 
the sea-side springs do not contaim the poi- 
sonous contaminations of iodine ot bromine, 
lately detected in wells ou the shores of the 
Caspian and Black ‘Sea, and) which tere 
first recognised by the ‘pernicious: effects 
which their consumption occasioned. To the 
civil. practitioner this knowledge’ is 
important for several evident rensons; ‘it 
the’ first place, that in’ remofe situations 
correctly ascertain the hd 
natate the mineral’ welta:'d¥ spay!’ to 
which poptilar empiriciem frequently uw atds 
the most otpni-curative virtaed, and 
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which hundreds flock, though with 
the most opposite’ diveades 
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HENRY ON MINERAL 


rauce of the physiciamy may possess a che- 


tity iwith) its: more celebrated 


rival. .Binally; as idépartthent of matural 
history, and as a simple, but beautiful, dis- 
siphtor OF chert? id the’mountein and the 
the of mineral waters holds 
a distinguished rank. This topic: is” so 
feniight with) importabte,:! that: might! 
unbinbited extent. words onthe cause 
of the! p this! subject; 
aad wetum te the.paper whiel: elicits thése 
remark. «The eause of tho-defect resides 
not se wnech in the:want; of.power, in the 
resources of ¢heiviatry, the wretchedly, 
treatives, and in the monopoly of exalytic 
knowledge being very, generally confined to 
aselect few, who find the matter tod valu- 
able. in point of either fame or profit, to 
allog:them to.extend their information to the 
general mass of the profession. To obviate} 
all these evils, to render the prescription of 
a local, mineral spring no longer the act of 
empiticism in the village physician, to pre- 
vent gout from being treated with chaly- 
beate waters, and dyspepsia aggrevated by 
the: use of sulphureous springs (all which 
blunders .we. have repeatedly known to oc- 
cur),..M. Henry’s papers will prove amply 
sufficient. ‘They simplify analysis, and place 
it within! every man’s power and means of 
pérformagce. We regret that the length of 
the papers renders them disproportiovate to 
our pagesi; we trast, however, that the pre- 
ceding observatiens will at the same induce 
some ¢ompetent person to translate them 
intouthe! Bugltish Jaoguage, aud encourage 
the ‘profession, for their own interest, to 
avail themselves of such a desirable source 
of valuable information. 


+i Dae, fixst of this series of papers by M, 
Henry.is,occupied by an account of sulphu- 
teops, waters, which he divides iato several 
Broups,,..buthe third of these there exists 
at the. seme, time, free sulpburetted hydro- 
bas an important problem to as- 
the comparative quantity of free 
sombimed sulphus. in each mixture, ‘The 
Presence of the supercarbonatys adds to the 


difficulty of the inquiry. 


sed? sH gi sogetgsqya 
amber ob methods hive 
proposed with this objegt, proceed no- 


tice them in a cursory manner, 

The first’ consisted in the” 
entire quantity of sulphuretted hyd 
contained! in a certain ’portiou’of the hepatic 
water. (‘Tiis was readily -effected: by the 
acetate of lead.) An equal weiyht of the: 


“© The second mode was by boiling the 
water, and receiving the disengaged gas iu 
metallic solutions, this there 
are several serious sources of error, singe. 
certain bydrosulphurets lose their acid by 
boiling, and moreover the presence of free 
carbovie acid tends to decompose the bydro- 
sulpburets more or less, 

** In the third the water was exposed to 
the action of a vacuum; tle sulpburetted: 
hydrogen should here be disengaged alone, 
but ia this case also the free carbonic acid 
exerts much influence over the hydrosul- 
phurets.” / 


M. Henry next disposes of the old method 
of precipitating all the sulpburets by meaus 
of nitrous acid; a method which he justly re- 
pudiates for several reasons. He then de- 
scribes the plan of using arsenious a¢id, first 
hy itself, then with an acid, by whi’ the 
free and combined’ sulph, ‘liydrogen are 
separately and consecutively thrown down. 
This process, however, is only applicable to 
qualitative analysis. It indicates no quan- 
tities, because the sulphuret of arsenic is 
apt to remain in solution iu the hydrosul- 
phurets, and it is also liable to’ be changed 
by water into arsenious acid ( Courdemanche 
Joarnal de Pharmacie, t. 19. p. 120). ° Fi- 
nally, M. Henry describes a fifth mode, once 
proposed by himeelf, viz. of using the pro- 
tosulphate of manganese in conjunction with 
a’ vacuom. ‘This metliod, however, he’ was 
induced to abaudon, in 6f the 
uncertainty of its restlts in ‘a quantitative 
point of view. Ot 

To remedy ‘al! these défects, 

has devised the following beautiful proéess, 
which, ufter careful répetition “we find to 


leavin ‘ 
ovaid 
water was then taken and agitated ‘with ine- 
tallic mereury, which ‘only absorbs the free” 
| sulphuretted hydrogen; nndfrom the weight: 
| it gains the quantity ofthat gas is estimuted, - 
| ‘This’ method, however, the sume 
exceedingly tedious, ‘and is ‘wncertain, on 
sted, }aceount of the difficulty with which all the 
| free gas is absorbed; and espedially on 
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novice in analysis Cantiot fail'in the attempt. 
Tha: process by which M. Henry .aecom- 
plishes the separate estimation of the free, 
and eombined seid, consists in agitating 
certain weight of the water with a cer- 


tain weight of ‘finely-divided “metallic sil-}' 


ver in & clogely-stoppered: bottle ; all the|i 
sulphur of: the free acid is thus absorbed, a| 
sulphuret:of silver beimg formed, the weight 
of-sehich is to be next ascertained.) The 
water thus acted on vis ‘them to he trats-} 
ferred to vessel, arid a few crystals 
of the amtnonisco-nitrate of silver gradually 
added, by ‘whieh means the combined hy- 
drosalpburet is decomposed, and a sulphuret 


\cupied by the ‘nitthor’s. d 


not'to be «expected in the : 


tion and 


that space, we are bound 


«i slqionixy otf} modw 
in? teats ‘of Comittemdation. 
teen 1b Rumber, und” pepreseuit,’ frac: 

iture. of the right, parietal with’ por 


tion ‘of the bone: depressed, and! the 
iments of the back» 
mation? thy with of 
pus. ‘aad, coagulable’ ‘lymph, 
tion of the sacknoid membrane. Acute 


on of the pia mater,!)5, dntesse 
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of silver’ precipitated along with the car- 
bonate and chloride of that metal; the pre+ 
cipitate te feed from the two latter salts: by 
wasbing in ammonia, and it is then carefully 
dried and weighed, 100 parts of this sul- 
phuret worrespond to 14 of sulphuretted 
hydrogen. 

We have slready given a brief sketch of 
this improved process in Tus {Lancer. 
Want of space prevented our adverting to 
it more partioularly till the present time. 
We shall occasionally, as our columns per- 

mit, devote some room to the processes 


proposed in the subsequent articles. 


Pathotoricat Anatomy of the Brain, Spinat 
Chord, and their Membranes, with a con- 
| densed Description of the Morbid Appear- 
“antes yenerally met’ with after Death. 
Whh Cates, anid ittustruted by Thirteen 
Cilouved Plates: By W. P. Cocks, Sur- 
geou. 16mo. pp. 173; London. Highley. 
1851," 
Tae design, at least, of this little work en- 
titles its author to the gratitude of the medi- 
cal student. Cheap knowledge is as. de- 
sirable in medi 1 as in political literature, 
and the present attempt at its diffusion is 
particularly praiseworthy ia principle, on 
account of the numerous coloured plates 
with which Mr. Cocks iNustrates his volume. 
“OF the cottents and arrangement of the 
work we cin speak in terms of moderate ap- 
probation, No fact, of much importance, is 
omitted ; and with one exception, presently 


in ‘of the ‘wubisténce of ‘the brain, 
with pittdlent'déposition itseentre. 6. An 
abscess in the Tere hemisphere Of, the Brain, 
7. Ulceration of the cortical and medullary 
substance ofthe left hemisphere. 8. (Con- 
taining three figures), represents thd priu~ 


cipal morbid ap pearances found te 


| 


viz. extravasation of blood betwe 
and dura mater, an spoplectic cavity in 

centre of the medullary substance of - 
hemisphere, abd, lastly, softening of the 
optic-thalamus, which contained in its centre 
numerous apoplectic cells. 9h plate 
is a drawing of scrofulous tubercles in a the 
substance of the brein. In the 10th and 
subsequent plates, various tumours: of ‘the 
brain, caseous, encysted, melanotic, fibro- 
cartilaginous, fleshy, &c., ate’ figured, 
gether with some diseased conditions of 
the velum interpositum and choroid plexus. 

From this enumeration, it has been seen 
that all the most impoftait points’ in’ the 
morbid anatomy ‘of the Brain? arid mein: 
branes, receive attention “and jHastrution. 
Some of the plates—for exaniple ‘the séeorid, 
fourth, and sixth—are tolerable ; the" ma- 
jority of the rest are not 
and some are far below par; ‘Grit, 
pethaps, we ‘must speak 
of the outlines haying bee ey 
efface in our copy. 

Having alluded thus ped te the 
chief departments ‘of Mr. Cocks” perform: 
ance, we are ext, in of 
bound to notice a monstrous. piece of ab: 
surdity which occurs in its very earfiest 


pages, and which excited our critical irasci- 


to be noticed: no error of mucli 


bility to a pitch of no ordinary peevishness, 
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IMPORTANT CHEMICAL, DECISION. 


Is Mrs Cooks one of the enlightened 
suvgeoneiwe- seme time since alluded to in 
no terms, thathe ventures to ob- 
as ‘the fellowing hin 
net 


when the vital principle is 


and after period, which however 
differs in digs, the, 
PrSTiPUR ug diseases, the season of the year, 
sive the cause 
of “atid! it dangerous for 


any one \to the 


lowing of ‘the of pitre- 
faction, and the of dis- 
section in 

sande to. putsefac- 


t consists plies ae Hon of 
PY 2 of ad a dis- 
e odour. is practicable, 

useful. 


we A feetid odour is present, the fleshy 
light, and assume dark ¢o- 


is already dangerous, and 
can be of no eet except in particular cases. 


The an ammoniucal odour, 
with a putrid smell. They fall into 
dissolution, and their colour is constantly 
shaping. Dissection is impracticable and 


Fourth stage—Complete putrefaction. 
This is known by the complete dissipation 
of the ammoniacal odour, and also by the 
smell losing its strength. The vo- 
ume end ioe t of the parts are much di- 
minished, ef sepgrate into a gelatin- 
ous maces, ‘wh ch gradually dries, and at 
last becomes an earthy and friable mass.” 


We shall a be at all astonished should 
this remarkable display make Mr. Cocks 
the special. protege of all the coroners in 
London, We shall not waste our time 
and | space in, atguing the question with Mr, 
Cocks abggt t nature of the supposed dan- 
or, in, unth, the subject does not ad- 


mit of eontroversy between scientific 
men. | Mr. Cocks sends forth his 
second e itton, “whieh we shall be happy 


to find requisite, we would strongly recom- 

nd, him. eqnsult the writings of some 
darist, Orfila, for example, 
oy the 1 real of the d ing attending 


disagetioug of pptrified animal matter. 


Ast to 5th Number inc] Jusive. S08 
We are happy to dckoowledge the receipt 
of the early numbers of this new periodical, 
‘and we trust it will quickly enjoy the exten-)- 
sive circulation it so well deserves. Tha 
leading articles on the distressing topies of 
the abuses of our hitherto degraded and 
servile profession, evince all the ardour and 
honesty the subject demands, and are, more-_ 
overt, clothed in the pleasing attire of clas- 
sical and perspicuous writing. The editor 
evinces accurate local knowledge, and uses 
it with fearless determination. We hail 
the appearance of our fellow labourer in 
the field of medical reform with feelings of 
sincere welcome, and we only regret that the 
diminutive size ef his journal, and the dis- 
tant intervals in its appearance, should tend 
in some degree to manacle his exertions, An 
increasing circulation must, however, soon 
-enable him to throw off these temporary 


fetters. 


CHARGE OF 
POISONING BY ARSENIC, 


SUPPORTED BY AN ERRONEOUS 
ANALYSIS, 


CONTRADICTORY EVIDENCE 
AND EXCULPATION-OF THE ACCUSED PERSON. 


By MM. Oarita, Banvar, & 


Tue great interest of the following article, 
which we translate at full length from the 
Annales d Hygeiene Publique et de Méde- 
sed Legale, will be sufficiently understood 
the perusal of the introductory letter. 
“4 are induced to present our readers with 
the article in an unabridged form, as it con- 
stitutes an important supplement to the 
numerous papers we have already published 
on the detection of poisons. 

LETTER ADDRESSED BY THE CROWN SOLI* 
error oF * * * To THE CROWN soLIcITOR 
OF THE HIGU TRIBUNAL OF THE SEINE, 
farmer, named M-——, a9 inba- 
bitant of ——, canton of-——, and arrondisser 
ment ore stands charged with having 
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gistrate of the district, and the heavy saapi- 
ciobs they exeited,' to the official exhu- | 
of the‘bedy on the 24th Aug,, 1830, 
the préseuce ofthe dfficers of the crown. 
yor the! report drawn up by the 
ofthealth, containing 
“description of thé mode, and the results, of 
the operations they 
The remains of the body were submit-, 
‘ted ‘to analysis by three professional. pér-' 
th ‘the and wilt 
perceive that those chemists have expressed | 
dir, suspicions of the presence of an 
finitely’ minute quantity of poison, in the | 
substatices! entrusted to their examination.: 
But'thése geriileiea catindt positively’ de- 
cide on its existence. 
“ belief that this indecision might | 
dependon the want of adequate apparatus, 


4 planks of wiviely 


POISONING}! 


out by cota 


size; and stil althou the beech 
that: the lid fell 26 picees, 
the greatest care in its displuceaiene. | ‘Phe 
was! placed at the of fowmfeet 
andia bulf; eda very dry vegetable 
body 'was' redaced'td: and 
covered: with the pf a stirded, 
blackish eolodr; recurbived ‘by the 
‘of iqs threads; all whiels «fell: to 
der whép touclied by! the: iPhe 
bones were deprived of all! their soft: in- 
pvestments fell asunder; im gonseqaence 
‘of their fordrer,counexion:. 
‘The-hewd wag frst vekaimined panda pre- 
sented clversciets tlic idemifi- 
ication ofthe Tlie of the 
jaws wae péculian, |"Dhe teeth webs white, 
and? perfeddypréseeved their sockets, 
hast left molar was wanting, aud: no 
tartar was 16° be ‘An abundance of 
long hair) of clearphesaut edlour; par- 


have deemed it right, as well for the sake | ticularly-observed; and contributed to e 
of justice as for the interests of the accused, | theyootk of tlie deceased. ‘The wolsbepe. 


to requite that the remains of the body, dnd 


the liquids proceeding from the first ana- | 


lysis, should be submitted to a new chemical 
‘examination. You will find, in the ordon- 
nance of the magistrate, the names of the 
chemists’ appointed to conduct the new ia- 
_ westigation., ‘They are desised to proceed to 
- it at once, and commanicate to me the results 
soon-as possible, since M——., the ac- 
‘cused, iwaits in prison, the issue of their 
experiments. It is’ perliaps necessary to 
inform you, in order that the fact should be 
communivated to the analysis, that a correr 
agnus was found in the coffin, and appears 
to have oxidated the bones of the fore-arm 
to ‘a considerable extent. I also have to 
request, that you will point out to these 
gentlemen thas the liquid submitted to their 
examination is @ mixture of the suspected 
substances, and of the various tests, or 
reagents, employed by the first operators.” 
EXHUMATION AWD ANATOMICAL IDENTIFI- 
"CATION OF THE REMAINS. 
No.'1.—We, —— doctor in medicine, 
and ————- officer of health, both residing 
in the chief town of the canton of —~ arron- 
dissement, of ——, authorised by the civil 
tribunal 


judicature 


\ratiow of the hip-bones, the extent of ‘the 


ior diameter of the pelvis, the 
Totundity of the sub-pabic foramina, and the 
wide, short, arid recurved proted 
the skeleton to have belonged to w female, 
In the coffin we found. the remaing of a 
set of beads, the shells of which werp still 
connected with iron links. eopper, .me- 
dallion, deeply corroded, adhered: 40. this 
portion of the beads. 
Immediately after these, preliminery, 
searches, we collected as ‘exactly es pdssi- 
ble, the residue of the variousd positi 
which had takev place, and. svhich..were 
most abundantly found .ebout the fmiddle of 
the coffin, and in the parts corresponding to 
the previous situation of. the...pelwic and 
thoracic viscera, The substance, col- 
lected was in the form of a black glutinous 
and inodorous paste, and was removed along 
with the vertebra to which it was hitched, 
commencing with the sactum, and 


the greater part of the dorsal” vertetire. 
Having placed these matters in @ suitable 
vessel, we added ‘the Jeft radids aud ulna, 
the green colour of which’ appedréd ‘tin- 
usual, but this we attributed’ to the Oxida- 
tion of some fragments of copper Whic ‘Hed 
vedio sal 
CHEMICAL OF THE ABDOMINAL 
ORGANS TENDING TO DENOTE Tite 
On the 20th of September; /183Dy weythe 
undersigued, having bewn officilll y. ¢pperpt- 
ed, repairéd to the bar..of the dourt of 
, and were shown before the orown 
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ade 
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yeport, tiut this day,;the 24th August, we | 
 -wepaired to'the bourg of ——, and assisted was 
at. performed before the | Pater 
wathorities, and that we proceeded 
following manner to the examination 


nous 


along 


remaining portions of the body were | P4 


tbe, wre had :to analyse, Not }di 
‘havtog at hand, the necessary instru- 


ta): the examination was 
when we received a 
tossed cbearing the mayoraliy stamp, 
zsemaing alseady enu-| 


jomenatedo Lhebmatter, enclosed. was of an,inte two. portions. ..The first dested 
eatthy and woeamixtwre of bones, of 


decayed ahiwal mattet,,.eod of the/remnants | d 
_bofwlarge iquaskities of) woums..We aepa- | 
matedl ithe Ahekedes from the other 
substaneeds; Ta tbbae: we -peroeived. white 
different places, Wiken 
:iby) tle these, poiais 

composed ef minutp, mass - 
es, whieb, wheat crushed by the fiager, pre- 
grass ut 

wase brought the beil- 
‘ing. | filteredy ando tried. by reagents. 

The: sulphate! of; copper: pro- 
an abundant, green precipitate, of 
aulphuredted 
chydrogen, poured into, with a.drop 
acid, ed DO) precipitate, 
even after ebullition, concluded fi 


of |}, 


labelled Num- 
Ped bas Jormeib Yo 
ixe of thé: 
was heated willy to 
jsaturate the potesb, abd it was then divided 


acid (sulphuretted by- 
and minute quant 
, and afterwards 
A yellow colour wag at 

und some black flakes When 
heated, the liquid lost soun 
‘became white, resulting (rom, the presence 
of finely-divided sulphur. Fearing that 
discoloration of the fluid might bavé been 
occasioned by the excess of nittic'acid act- 
ing on the sulphuret and ceavert- 
ing it into arsenic acid, we, proceeded. to 
examine the rest of the we 
saturated with the bicarbonate of potash, 
when a siliceous sane taken up from 
the crucible in which the ‘deflagration was 
conducted, was immediately throwa down. 
Tato the liquor thus neutralised was poured 
the.solution, of sulphuretted bydrogen; a 
yellow colour was immediately struck, the 
tint of which increased in a few mivutes, 


these trials, that the: ‘precipitate ob ined 
depended on a soluble tatty matter, 
oa. arsenious acid. 


‘boited’for a quarter of an hour in a sufficient 
ity of distilled water. The fluid was 

‘ through a fold of linen and then fil- 
tered. It was strongly coloured to a brown 
»yellow,” ‘Tested by the 
of copper, it afforded a deep green precipi- 
abundant, but extremely gelati- 
second quantity of water, equal to 

‘the tie feel, ‘Was poured over the residuum and 
ae ‘Thie two liquids were united, mix- 
|sepatated into two portions, to be 
todifferent processes. 


‘Apart of the liquid was evaporated in a 
capsule, and heated with pure nitric 
cart ig order to destroy the animal matter, 
Which was! present in great abundance, 
_ Alter prolonged ebullition, this fluid was of 
adeep yellow colour, aud deposited a flaky 
mae com of an insoluble animal 
by the action of the 
The Haves was strongly 
ure! with pure tash, In 


The other portion of the liquid was eva- 
porated, to dryness in, a seud-bath in a glass 


leaning residuum of a blackish 
rown matter, 

was pulverised in a glass mortar, and tritu-, 
‘Rated with weight) of nitrate) of, 
potash.y was thén. projected in 
portions on crucible:heated to. 


{Ehe) résidue was then dissodred | jn 


weighing h an lt} 


and d identical with that produced by 
t|}the same test in a very dilute solusion of 
arsenic, which we bad prepared for a com- 
ative trial. 
‘Tiis yellow liquid was evaporated to dry- 
ness, leaving a saline slightly y yellowish re- 
siduum, the tint of which was deepened by 
the action of liquid ammonia. The coloured 
ammonia afforded with muriatic acida pre 
cipitate of a light pat colour,. which, 
solved in an excess of acid. 
Examination of the Liquid. Nes 

The solution of sulphuretted hydrogen 
and a little mariatic: acid, were added, and 
occasioned a yellow precipitate, increased 
on boiling the fond The liquor contain- 
ing the precipitate was poured into a porce- 
lain capsule and allowed ‘to deposit ; the 
supernatant liquid was removed bya pipette, 
and liquid ammonia poured on the. residue. 
This ammonia having been filtered, afforded 
a fluid which remained turbid, notwith- 
standing several filtrations.° Mariatic acid 
occasioned in it an abuadant deposition of 
light flakes, which were separated by the 
filter, and were again dissolved in ammonia, 
These flakes appeared to consist 
of animal matter, 


_ Examination of the Tusoluble 

Ia: the belief that arsenic »might remain 
resisted: tle action of boiking. water, 
|boiled: the. solid in! mitric 


acid, The, respiting solysion 
coloured 


after filtration, portion it 
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by the: 


andj 


in the subcarbonate of copper. 
Conclusion. 
Avis impossible for us to affirm positively 
the existence of poison in the matters sub- 


jected. tq our examiuation. Nevertheless, 


we must say, that the yellow colour so fre- 
quently seen in our fluids and ipitates, 
when compared with the tint of fluids and 
Precipitates designedly prepared with ex- 
treradly minute quantities of arsenic, leads us 
ta suspect the presence of an infinitely small 
quanuty of were in the matters we ex- 


We avail parselves of the occasion 
remark, that when arsenic is mixed in adi 
cient! quantity with substances of a pasty 
consistence, and when death quickly follows 
the administration of the poison, the poison 
is almost invariably detected, even several 
buria! ; but if the arsenic is taken 

it qaick: uces vomitings, w eject 
all the tha, = and death then 
from its presence, but from the visceral le- 
sinus ithas occasioned, Analysia can then 
scarcely discover traces of the poison in the 
recent body, but abundantly in the vomited 
matters, ‘Ihe remains of the body submitted 
to our analysis, and the liquids p 


wep 


neurly:full of tarbid fawn-co~ 
loured liquid, aed labelled ‘mixture ofthe 
solutions aud resulting froin the 


several experiments secpnelly, 1m: 
stances which resisted the sctian. of 
«Having opened this »pat,! me 


ultia, anda pateel of light chesnut 
Wetal griins:of @ 


Having ‘carefully: mused the preced; 
of alialysis be: ed, we procéeded to 
the operatiba in the following manners 


a 
nts tastituted in 


The weighed about rom 
fawn-cblouréd, aud! manseating ‘odour ; 
we had to seek in it forthe paar ape, Rao 
or atsevical compound alleded to in the first 
s; for if it ever’ existed, it was 
stull to be found, ‘the resulting mixtures in 
all the iments haviug been united to- 
gether. elements of the reagents wére 
also to be expected. eom- 
menced filtering entire through: a 
very ena filter, in ordér to collect ‘the 
flaky matter on the smallest 
face. The filtration took place i ae 
the deposit, when well washed rr 


from this analysis, have been placed i ine vase, 
and. remitted tothe registrar of the Civil 

» Here follow the signatures, &c. 


CONTRADICTORY REPORT, PROVING THE 
UNFOUNDED NATURE OF THE SUSPICIONS 
EXPRESSED IN TUE PRECEDING DocuU- 
MENTS. 


We the undersigned, Orfila, professor of 
chemistry to the Faculty of Medicine of 
Paris, Chevellier; pharmaceutic chemist, 
member of the Royal Academy of Medicine, 
aod Jean Pierre Baruel, conductor of the 
chemical, investigations of the Faculty of 
Medicine in Paris, by virtue of the commis- 
sion of the magistrate of * * *, &e., do 
bon Sy declare, that baving accepted the 
task required of us, we met op the 10th 
Ponare. noon, in the laboratory of the 
Faewhy of > where, after having 
been sworn by the Commissiounaire Fleuriet,| me» 


greyish colour, and the filtered liquid per- 
fectly limpid, of a greenish-yellow colour, 
and reddened turusole test paper wi with great 
energy. 


Examination of the Previpitale 
on the Fijter. 

quickness with which this 
“at once indicared its 
nature. Hadi the previous expetimetits, 
stituted before we commeticed ott analvsis, 
given rise to the formatiou of any sulpliuret 
of arsenic, this compound should necessarily 
exist in this deposit.* Althoug!r the ¢olour 
of the precipitate was not that of ofpiment, 
we still sought for thet compound, and ac- 
do| cordingly we passed a solatron of puré'po- 
tassa repeatedly through the filter, hag 
deposit remained unaltered ‘in | balk oes 
lour, and the alkaline liquor, being we a 


° we mast observe, the 
ts are in ertor.to @ certgia, 


that, we should well aud faubfully fulfil the ; and have preted 


examination, we received 
question and a sealed case, the integrity of 


rves an 


1003! 


the pachages in ‘the 


and arsedicms: 


Whe present case, precipit 


| from September till the Youn of O 


/ amply sufficient for the 
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stot fal 


tmattet. bes be 


passed beer the preci pitate.on: the filter,)p 


posit contaided: not: the most infinite trace washed we! 
of atsénical |which the 


teof both these metels. The de- 
dom and 


heaves the 


huret ef uptouched.. Bhe depbsit 


seopper 
and disvolted ut at-once. “Phi the filter lost nothing of its volume 
i 


dilated) with wister; remained free from 


jthis operation, and the filtered alkaline fui 


coleut, wad. when ‘iicutralised witli imutiatic wher neutralised with muriatie acid, was 
acid gave's white | clotted precipitate, hav-|neither rendered turbid or coloured ‘even 
ingvalhthe cbaradterd the chloride of sil-|after twenty-four hoars’ repose. The 


very 


having bewn collected, sence of the slightest trace 
‘established. 


dried, and heated to redness in: me-giass 
tubes) Seoversed by «a enrrént of>bydrogen ‘Yhe predipitate, which’ lad resieted the 


tithes) and spongy white mass, of metallic. 


ic acid) in jarge'quan-'\ action of the potash, was now removed from 


the filter, and heated with an excess of nitric 


splendour, remained: This: mass, | acid.’ It soon’ was ‘dissolved; nitrous. acid 


when heated before the S plow nips. furnished | v 
a Woluminotis buttin of pute 'stver. The 
grey precipitate, ‘was'the chloride 


of proceediny from the 


trate of} sive r employed! test by ‘the 
first experimentalist, ido not. 
mention it iu their report. 
liquer which passed, ‘through Abe 
smatt filter, on the first¢trial, wes. of a-neau- 
seating odour, greenish colour, and, redden- 
ed tutnsole paper. We bad. to seek in this 
fluid some. solubid) arsenical. prodact,* and 
therelements of the previous reagents. We 
first determined to separate the excess of 
acid by some otber proceeding than satuta- 
tion.t We therefore poured the liquid on a 
glass evaporating capsule, aad we employed 
the beat of the water-bath in preference to 
that of the sand-bath, lest the organic mat- 
ter should be still more altered by the higher 
temperature and reactiva of the nitrates 
supposed to be in the mixture. The evapo- 
ration was carried to the solidification of the 
saline residae which ‘still remained moist, 
and towards the end of the operation a 
quantity of muriatic acid vapour was dis- 
cagaged. The solid residuum weighed 45 
was of a brownish colour, and per- 
Yale i in distilled water; the solu- 
a greenish yellow colour, and 
still reddened turnsole paper. The liquid 
was thea subjected to ebuyllition in a 
necked matréss on, the sand-deth, and 
current of hydrogen gas 
through it for three hours, A 
Unt wag at first occasioned, and eventually 
a deposit took place of greenieh- 


liqaid having copper (from 
of that metal em- 
‘Dy ‘the’ first analysts), ‘and 

te conwin arsenic, this preci 

tate! tate: should be, mocessarily com eed 


ba 


sis Tewains 

of saline 


reasons.— Ty. 


vapours were disengaged, and, finally, @ 

ear blue solution was procured, which was 
eva to dryness, and redissolved in 
wa ppropriate reagents ‘dénoted its 
to be the 
copper. 

The fluid from which ‘the evlphuret of 
copper was separated was perfectly limpid, 
of w beautiful golden yellow colour ; evapo- 
rated to one-sixth of its volame, it deposited 
fine prismatic crystals of nitrate of 
& portion evaporated to dryness distnguged 
ammonia when treated with caustic potassa. 
A third part, dissolved in water, was proved 
to contain salts of potash by the chloride df 
platingm ; mariates, by the nitrate of silver; 
and lastly, sulphuric acid, by the aslo of 
baryta. 

It was thus 
That the matters conteined in the flask were 
composed of chloride of silver, muriate of 
copper, nitrates, sulphates, and muriates of 
potash and ammonia, and lastly, organic 
matter. ¢ndly, That the yellow 
ticed by the first experimentalists, resulted 
from the re-agtion of the nitric acid they 
employed on this organic matter... 3dly, 
That they did not contain the slightest trace 
of arsenic, or any of its compounds. 

Examination of the Bones. 

The bones were of a brown doloat, and 
were placed in large platinum ¢apsule, and 
boiled with a solution of potash in distiflé 
water; after filtration, the exces’ of alka’ 
was saturated by astream of carbonic acid. 
Having beén evaporated to dryness, the te- 
siduum was redissolved in mufiatic acid, 
and the sdlution was subjected ‘to & current 
of sulphuretted hydrogen gas for two hours, 
aud neither becamé turbid nor colotred. The 
bones of the deceased, thereftre, did not‘con- 
tqia any trace of arsenic or its’ 

‘Conclusions, 

In our estimation, the € nts h 
detailed do not sanction the slightest 
of the non-existence of arsenic ia the.sub- 
stances subjected to our examination. This 


tly a ad ‘ist, 


the’. 
the 
precipitate 
bsin 
ing 
bto 
. 


‘a 


dhe zeasans which $0 form, 
itbout watering, on. minute review, 

at seport,, we shall 
absarre, that it is completely irrational to. 
suspicions of the preseace of small 
quantities, of arsenic they eannat 
and that it, is equally wrong ito: 

vance an opinion 

tive experiments mentioned in the reports. 
This practice is not only fallacious, but dan- 


the extreme. The. comparative 

of reagents: can, only. he, fairly 
nearly, identical; quar. 


operated were, coloured. yellow. by. an orga: 
nig colouring matter, while their solution of 


arsenious acid wes perfectly colourless, The blender 


analogy of effects on two such dissimilar 
Uons |is, surely vot to be selied an 

ain ;,.we must declare thet ha 

ing opmion:iu,the original report, far from 

yeceiving support from. attested facts, is 

coatroverted by the present state 

f knowledge. If an arsenical solution pro- 

imme vomiting, it caunot ooca- 

sion fatal visceral disorganization ; at least 

we are acquainted with no fact of this de- 
ScripGon, 


oti 


bh 

cases MAUSTRATIVE oF DR. LUGOL’s 
of TRESTMENT, OF ’ 


“CBTANEOUS SCROFULA 


moo 
THB, LOCAL AND INTERNAL USE OF 
~lewe 

de 
AvoverupJanny, etat. 24, of and 
stamted if of w person but ten 
yeurs ‘old, was admitted into the Hopital 
St, Louis; ow the 5ehof January, 1830. His 
state of suffering and marasmas completely 
baffiés description, His urms and legs were 
ulcetated, shrank, and ju certain situations 
almost devoid ¢f mascular coverings. The 
left arm especially was reduced to the hu- 
metus, and a thin layer of muscular fibres. 
The deltoid muscle was laid bare, except 
superior yand posteriorly, where some traces 
of cutaneous tissue remained, The shoulder 
of the same side was ulcerated longitudi- 
mally to ‘the extent of six inches and a hulf 
from the ‘external extremity of the clavicle 
to the’ inferior spine of the scapula. The 
right’ arm little less ulcerated, some 
traves of skin still reniainving, forming ins 
suluied- spots ia’ the “midst of uloeis which, 
isolated! ut first; invaded the 


“POWERS OF TODINE 


09 the compara. | 


aontinued morse, abundmat. <qsing), 
Un the trunk, thei/thights dares 
the mas, dry ud lichenous, 
tle cutaneous [transpiration jasrested, (dhe 
emaciation,. ever the, Jest 
esti- | eighteen ,anorgased |by profasp, 
supplementary te, the suppressed, perspire 
amber of, 


tubesoular swelling in she submaxillary 
region, Both before and since the, appear- 
anee (ofthis. samour he was ob-. 
stinate ehilblmins; ta sores of the pase, aed 
especially to apbihe, which, singethe aye of 
two years, rewrned annually at the end of 
winter, aud during the spring and summer 
effected much injury to the mouth) and 


contributed to render the prognosis more 


distressing. His paternal grandfather "ued 
of ulcerated legs. His father was for several 
years confined to bed by the same,infirmity, 
and be was, moreover, tainted with syphilis 
when the present patient was, begosten, 
Of seven brothers and two sisters, eight 
died between ‘three and four yeara old, ene 
only survived to seven, apd,was thea.pur- 
blind with ophthalmia, All. were, like, the 
Present patient, afflicted with chilblains, 
His only remajning sister, manifestly 
serofulous in a high degree. Many of bis 
collateral relatives bad either failen victims 
to, or actually laboured under 
fulous affections, 
A cure in this case was soarcely, ‘antici, 
pated, noupehanre the encouraging ex- 
amples of the omaipotence of this remedy. 
which we had already ¢ollectod. | His 
ment was commenced on the 6b of Januery, 
1830, After local bathing, yith,.an | 
reited solution, ulcers, were dressed 
pledgets of jint, strougly covered with the 
cinument of, she prote-iodurys, pf; 
The condition of the large imes 
yet. permit the internal administration | of 
w days the appearan 
was improved. The right Jeg, was.cured in 
three weeks, andthe left-arm at 
Fe The! ‘eter 
is head heavy, and spontaneous 
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IN CUTANEOUS SCROFULA. 


and 3 occasionally supervened during 
the fartaigbt, ° A Burgundy pitch 
plaster was applied to the chest, mantia was 
twite end w pitch plaster also 
pliead ow "the back.’ The plasters’ were, 
Hiscontinded ineight days, when 
the? hureoas baths were opened! in the 
more meats thus 
afforded 'reem@Miny petspi- 
ratte}! the only fedivation the plasters 
14th? Dering "the ‘three’ preceding | 
8, P’now felt that? had perhaps con- 
ceived? eh erronedtis notion ofthe 
degréeas’ fuiction to the 
impeded ¢utawedas! excrétion, but ‘ow mote 
matere deliberation and on réecollecting the 
aplthows the mouth and (auees, was 
to ‘réfer @eimilur-condi- 
tion of the fewould rot 
hesitate to touch with uretted eo: 
lutions even’ of rabeficilnt of caustic 
thetefore consider that T and 
effectublly prescribe ‘the’ internal tise of the 
iddGretted mineral water.*’ grain, 
therefore, was daily taken, and ttediarrhan, 
mach amended by the sulphureous’ 
butts!’ was entirely cured at the end of a 
From the end of February the dressings 
were with the ointment of simple iodine 
alone. ft bemg apprehended that the mer- 


coridl ection might aggravate the aplthous 
state’ of tlie"intestimal tabe, the local action 
of thé' various ointments was worthy of no- 


tice;-that of the proto-ioduret of mercury 
having” edused gtéat excitement, while the 
simple iodine’ oititment was scarcely felt. 
The reverse of both these effects is usually 
witnessed, “Phe jeduretted mineral water 
proved higtily diuretic. “The- internal dose 
of the iodine for’ the last three months, was 
three-foarths of a grain daily. 

sWould add, that after the 15th March 
T ‘toudhed* the ulcers with the rubefacient 
solation, ‘aird even with the caustic iodine, 
iu order to hasten the cure of several ulcer- 
ated fidintson the rightarm, and ofamulcer an 
inch and a'halfin circumference, which had 
long existed on the middle of the right leg. 
I wished also to improve the appearance of 
the Ci¢atrices, to render them fess ress- 
ed, ved,’ and’ deformed. All these indiea- 
tion Were’ most’ satisfactorily fulfilled, and 
the’ aleéts healed perfectly, that 
vary iden could be formed of their 

to aoitthaos af 
9850. ‘Phe care was ‘complete 
after six months and twenty days of ‘the 


PA Wee the infantile caturrh in 


lous srbjects by: noi means contra-in 


ide 


iodine treatment. was retained for 

time in ‘he ba enter 
cicatrices which ‘at first’ adhered” iy 
places to the bones, but according]¥ the 
fat became increased in quintity, the Wh 
cutaneous em agtin réturied td it# 


mal condition, and ‘Wis fulness’ every” 
increased. ‘fhe ‘ineréase in! sizes w 


and plum front a state‘of 
under the ase of iodine, is Yoo ‘fm portant 
passed by without notice, "8 
-neb tod , Poon 2i 
Maeaire, wet. 2%, Born’ of uhknown 
admitted April’19, 1890. ‘Having 
fitet placed in ove ofthe surgital wards, 
he-wns transferred to me by my colleague 
Dr. Cloquet, who, regardit'g Him'ad inevrable 
by the ordinary modes of therapeutics, Wish- 
ed to afford me a new offfiottdnity’of testing 
the powers of iodine. oman — 

The patient was literally covered with old 
scurs and serofulous ulcers sfillin ‘an open 
state. Both sides of the face and‘neck were 
invaded by wide, deep, soft uleers, with soft 
pelatinised edges, extending from the earsto 
the chin and the base of the steraum:’ The 
surface of this vast ulceration 
itregularities, in which were clearly 
tible the three principal sores of whith it 
was composed, The of these nleers 
was tubercular, and surrounded with indu- 
rated “cellular tissue, rendering the move: 
ments of the lower jaw difficult and painful. 
The head and cervical vertebre in: fact 
seemed but to form one piece. The separa- 
tion of the jaws was so limited, that a two- 
sous piece could not be introduced between 
the teeth. Mastication was consequently 
impossible, and the patient could only swal- 
low liquid aliments,~and even these with 
much difficulty and pain. 

Behind the middie region of the right 
sterno-mastoid muscle there .was-at 
ulcer two inches long, with tuberouler 
base. Above the humeral extremity of the 
right clavicle was a tumour larger than the 
closed hand, communicating @ sense of fluc- 
tuation, passing under the clavicle and pro- 
jecting on the The anity of the 
scess was proved readily by pressure above 
and 4 ‘ 

Beneath this cyst a ‘bag-shaped uleer 
three inches long obliquely from 
the left towards the xyphoid. cartilege. 
This was the primary ulcer which had exist- 
ed since the age of three. years,/and had 


‘|never been bealed. ‘The long-duration and 


aspect of this sore, and especially its resist-. 
ance tothe numerous remedies tried fonits re- 
lief, led to the belief that.it was kept up by the 
caries of the ribs. and sternum, aud -hed in- 

uced several surgeons to propose the, tre= 


ed the, most fi the 

: phining of these bones. 

SREP i “| ‘To conclude this catalogue of ulcerations, 
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che wis 
lother; ‘the inferior ad+ 
ing tathet to the front the chest. 
These two had existed since the pa- 
old.” Phose of the favé 
and Heck were ‘but of four months’ dutation, 
Wid thé itddlent clavicular abscess’ 
‘but two months before the pa- 
tient’s adtiission into the Hopital Spidt 
Louis. The symptoms underwent an an- 
nual exacerbation June; and the ‘sappu- 
ration was'then much increased. 
The abdominal parietes, the lower of 
the left side of the chest, the neck and Hmbs, 
Leb bumeroas scars of the worst eba- 


"Macnite bad passed almost his whole life 
in different lidspitals and Having 
exhausted al! the resources of the first esta‘ 
blishmient he was received into, he pasged 
five months in the Civil Hospital of Lisle, 
without the slightest advantage. The = 

Bic lesions, already so numerous 
whieh had produced grest. debi. 
lity and emaciation, were but too effectually 
assiated by the deep moral dejection of this 
unhappy young man, who since his birth 
had only experienced the most perfect state 
of disease, pain, misery, end destitution. 

May 12, 1830, Ioduretted treatment. The 
sab-clavicalar abscess was punctured, and 
there escaped quantity of pus, or rather 
of softened tubercular matter, readily re- 
oe by its purulent and cheesy as- 
— solution of iodine was injected 

the cyst and allowed to remain therein 
some minutes; The ulcers were dressed 
with ¢harpie, strongly charged with the 
proto ‘iodaret of mercury. He was placed 
also on the use of the ioduretted mineral 
sulphureous 


Pevietts of the abscess adherent; 
generally improved. 

June An Ulcers of the face and neck 
cicatrised. The only remaining sore was 
that corresponding to the middle region of 
the sterno- | muscle. The thoracic 
and axillary ulcers were replaced by well- 
conditioned scars, For three weeks he had 
recovered the free movements of his head 
and jaws, of which latter een 
availed himself with much 
Jaly-10. Respiration embarrassed, cough, 
appetite, sterno-mastoid 
auppurates ty well. I had retarde 
the etre ot this tleer for some time, re- 
gerding it a8 a mataral and beneficial issue. 

tnalogy of these symptoms to 
the of Jarry, decided me 
to-ase the same freatment, and it was at- 
tended ‘with eqtial sticceds,- Ia this case 
touching of ‘the ulcers, in the second 
their treatment, with the con- 


bad | happy. 


of iddine in eh Lanai Poor} 
grins The were touched tice 
ewustic iddibe; in order’td tli 
redness, smoothness, itd prominence. 

ible: ‘The ¢icatrices were of 
and Tonger coald convey 
to ‘time internal dan 
ment had been sted "Fle last 
wus now hedled; or véry ‘neatly ‘so, “its re- 
being encotiraged from: Unie ‘to 
time for tedsbhs alreddy specifiéd.: 

two inonths; ‘The mioeral water was 
tinved in order to’ confirm eure. ‘No 
relapse’ has ‘since taken place; and év 
seenis to promise 


ed dafl 


THE PER-CENTAGE SYSTEM. 


To the Editor of Tus 


Sir,—I am a constant reader of your in- 
valuable publication, being convinced that 
it is a channel through which medical know- 
ledge flows in profusion, throtgh which 
medical men are stimulated to the Highest 
attainments of their profession, and through 
Which all attempts at quackery, monopoly, 
and imposition, are seized, dissetted, and 
demonstrated by an instrament well calco- 
lated for the occasion. Having lately 
rused No. 389 of your work, T was precihed 
on observing the able munnerin wiilgle'yoat 
correspondent ‘* Amicus Justitia” has ex- 
posed the trafficking system which ‘exists 
between physicians and chemists, uit teel- 
iog persuaded that publishing the nawes of 
the offetiding parties ig the only chante of 
striking tetror to their shat 
follow the Taudable éx: of “youre 
spondent, and relate ripe 

le female, with prep 
in hand, entered the surg: 
residing, re at the 
but beert “to ‘cotisult’ Br. Marsha 
prescription, 
very particular ‘in 
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@OLLEGE OF MEDICINE... 


ananess 
stantly 


the. tight house... The 
that I was 
tar she had 


to hase it prepared at the 
seken, $0 much. pains to 


ledze 

une abo scarcely 
aay.at that moment thatthe 
patient had made,a misiake in the house, 
and \L likewise as,.se0n accounted for the 
j bad taken. in in- 


tion with her my thumb and finger happen- 
ed to uurol! one of the corners of the pre- 
scription which had been previously curled 
up, when my eyes were instantly struck 
with the words, “‘ 4, Thayer Street.” ‘Think- 
ing possibly that might be the patient’s 
inguired if Dr. Hall 
the name of Thayer Street to her? She 
immediately. jumped up, exclaimed 
* That waa the street, Sir!” Is this not ic? 
I answered no, returned her the prescrip- 
tion, and directed her the nearest way to 
find it. You will not be surprised, Sir, 
when I inform you that on the first oppor- 
tunity I made a point of walking into Thayer 
Street to.ascertain who resided at No. 4, and 
found a person of the name of Howlett, who 
cnlls himself achemist, occupying that house, 
Here,,. Sit, .mycurigsity ceased, feeling 
andy the patient could not have failed to 
have oud out Mr. Howlett’s after the di- 
jons I gave.her for £0 Chayer 
bpppened to relate the circum- 
@.t0 a friend the following day, whoa 
time ago was living in the neighbour- 
Mane: whe immedi- 
‘* perfectly recollect once 
= . Howlett express his delight at 
prospeét, of having, all Dr, Marshall 

elitor, having given. a 
tail this 


of the ase, allow me to 


tai 
uct, praper on the 


of Dr. M. Hall ? 


hit. to. get lis pre- 
scriptions prepared at certain bat 
he litexally, at would ‘Appear, compels his pa- 
tients to go whither he thipks.proper, oF ia 
a word, if they do por think proper to. go 
whither he directs, they must go,withat 
medicine, for 1 flatter myself that vo medi- 
cal, man would attempt to prepare pre- 
scription which may he legible but pot.com- 
prehensible. 1t remains for me now, Sit,.to 
apologise for having ohtruded so much.on 
your valuable poses aud allow me so.say if 
you think the length of, my commupication 
too great for the importance of the subject, 
you, are perfectly at liberty to curtail it Ae 
any way you may think proper—-my o 

desire being to shame the offenders, and to 
crush the vile system of the percentage- 
mongers. I am, Sir, your yery, obedient 


servant, 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. 
OBJECTIONS TO THE UNIVERSAL TITLE 6F 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer!’ 


Sin,—Living, as we do, in the age of 
medical reform, it would he weil for us to 
recollect, that it is less difficult to be eon- 
vinced of the necessity of reform, than to 
define the nature of thatchange which would 
beneficially and permanently influence the 
whole medical community, Salutary reform 
does not, iu my opinion, consist in removing 
every impediment for the purpose of esta- 
blishing perfect equality ; nor is the Jevel- 
ling system cone to afearful extent, at all 
compatible with the best interests,of the 
profession. The physiciau,. by lording it 
over the geveral practitioner, bas brought 
retaliation on himself, by driving the latter 
to trample under foot the barrier which has 
so long and so unjustly separated them, 
This, in all likelihood, would not have been 
compares thus early, bed vot a large 
number of the physicians of this kiggdom 
practised as such by virtue of the Scotch 
diploma, an instrument which confers a 
superior degree, whilst the persop who holds 
it is nominally elevated aboye the class of 
general ioners to which he had 
therto belonged, wi t his elevation being 


characteriged by a iota 

acquirement to whi i 

jealousy has been engendered; | man 

who was formerly an equal, (and is still 

if notinferior in point of knowledge), 
at 


to right. 
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neither containgd jn the Londoa, Edinburgh, | 
treat- 
leer 
its re- 
| 
structing ber where to. go. , 1 immediately 
every an asking her i! she could apt remember 
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rush {with unbounded 


petuosity on their oppressors? The effect 

his destruction 
disti 

us, whilst out of the ruins has 


, intoxieated by the zeal which enabled 
to break their “* withs”’ asunder, have 
shot beyond the mark, whieh, in their hours. 
of cool and deliberate judgment, they would 
not have exceeded. I argue not against con- 
ferring the title of “« Doctors” on its fellows, 
I argue against its indiscriminate adop- 
tion, The prospective object of the College 
is, to admit to its fellowships those who 
shall be found competent, no matter where, 
how, or when, their information has been 


obtained. ‘This is in direct opposition to| possibly 


the illiberal spirit of the College of Physi- 
cians, which} a regard to the where and 
the 


when medical knowledge has been at-| i 


tained, and also has an especial regard to 
the admission fee. So far so good, c’est qu'il 
faut. This is striking monopoly on the 
head, and opening the door liberally to the 
student, who has the advantage of obtaining 
his degree after a strict examination, and on 
terms well adapted to his pecuniary circum- 
stances; they then seek to found the Col- 
lege, by at once breaking through this ex- 
cellent enactment, x¢ admission of all 
persons who have hitherto been legally in 
practice. If the College fellows are here- 
to consist of gentlemen who have 
* searching examinations,” is it not 
reasonable to admit before the general con- 
vocation, such only as have passed an ordeal, 
althoogh that ordeal may not have been ex- 
actly commensurate with the prescribed 
forms of the College? It dovs not strike 
me to be fair to place on a level those who 
have medical or surgical examina- 
tions with those who have not, by at once 
sweeping away distinctions, and adopting 
the utliversal title of “* Doctor.” Before 
the year 1815, there was no law which pre- 
vented any one practising the medical pro- 
jon, no matter whether he had served | 
an apprenticeship or passed an examination ; 
yet such is the fact, that those who have, in 
common with those who have not, 
examinations, ate to be recognised by the 
London College of Medicine by the genera! 
appellative of “ Doctor.” Iam afraid this 
not do. I know many respectable men 
who, on such terms, will not t the 
diploma, and I take it the College must 
found its security on the respectability of its 
members ; if it seeks any other foundation, 
there can be but one opinion as to the evi- 


DOCTOR.” 


I say it would be well for us. to consider, 
ilst the thunder, loud as thet of the Vati- 
can, is abroad, whether or not we are likely 


distributing them among such as cannot 
be interested in the achievements 


tion, 
avail but little, if the trophies of the con- 
querer are to be divided amongst a whole 
community. Should the doctorate be placed 
within the reach of such as can produce no 
proofs of qualification, its being thus easily 
obtained will, [ fear, detract from, rather 
than add weight to, the protessioual charac- 
ter. 1 wish the College every success, and, 
as a proof of this, have shown my anxiety 
for its welfare, by demonstrating to your 
readers the part where I conceive it to be 
the most vulnerable. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Yours respectfully, 
June 29th, 1831. 


L. 


[The clause to which our : 
reters, furnishes to the committee a discre- 
tionary power, which we are confident will 
not be abused. After much deep attention 
had been bestowed on the subject, it was 
found that there was no “ rule of admission” 
so convenient for adoption, or so just ae 


operation, as that which 
** legal right to 


THE ELERMOSYNARY FOND, 


To the Editor of Tun Lancers 


Srr,—Allowme thet the name 
or ane term embracing 


hesi 


TITLE OF 
to a tacit submission on the of|dent result. T am ready to admit, that even 
meral practitioner. Thos gooded, thus the general allowance of the fellowship is 
harassed, is it to be wondered at, that those | fully be eine meta ope of 
fealty is exacted, should, | to the defunct system ;. but it 
should be recolleeted, that whilat.we are 
conscientionsly engaged in attempting the 
|removal of corrupt monopoly and’ corrupt 
| practices, whilst by our 
are bringing destruction on the’ 
temple, by fearlessly rooting upits pillars ; 
tation, I cannot help thinking with your 
| contemporary Dr.J ohnson, that this “souve- 
| ment” im the profession should not be beld 
}** too cheap; if-it be, those. who rally 
fround the standard of victory will have 
achieved no triumph. If. we despoil our 
adversaries, let us not tarnish our jaurels by 
lof the *‘ battle-field ;” who cannot, with the 
least shadow of justice, claim a participation 
n the contemplated honour. The exciama- 
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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE.LONDON UNIVERSITY. 
ttle to the or, if you wil, the Pandelphic 


ent, thau:ignoble, aad 
‘allied »to poverty, 


apirie oP -bowest ambition 


that are afforded to.wint und 
the momebt @ geatlemun is obliged by 
the fund ‘re ‘ea ppotted, perhaps | 
daring a at fund bave but 
the idea of charity’attached'to it, be is de- 
graded ‘his casté, “aud Becdines in thé 
eyes of the’world no better: than a depend- 
ent’ , and all-this-by the mere magic 
ofa name, ‘for you know thata manie pos- 
pr thie most attractive and the most 
e; the:most rational and the most 
well a3 the most talismanic .in- 
fluence over every concern of social life, 
Wiiile, therefore, the term eleemosynary 
temdims applied to this fraternal, social, and 
noblefund, from which the best of us, by 
unforeseen calamities, may be necessitated 
todetive assistance, you may depend upon 
itvthere will be imany gentlemen who will 
hesitate 10 lend it their cordial support. It 
would be a bad compliment to its upholders 
to imply, that after they had thrown their 
bread upon the ‘waters it should return to 
them after mauydaysin the shape of a charity 
fund, and it would be a cup of unmingled 
bitterness to a man of feeling and indepen- 
dent mind, at the hour of death, to reflect 
that, after all his exertions, end struggles, 
ant! to ensure a sort of honour- 
able provision for those he left behind, he 
must al last leayé tliem® to drink the ‘gall 
add Lhe of a charitable support. 
The remedy. for this is 
chatige But the ‘nome, ond you both take 
of dependence and 
fy the’ most fastidious. Whether the 
fund. all, is really-# charitable one is 
doubtful, but while the ¢icle is “ eleemosy- 
nary,” the world, never too prone to right 
usion, fopsthe mame conveys the idea, an 
the idea is to minds, 
I beg pardon for intruding o your valu- 
able time, , but. 1 could wut help Whrowing 


out the suggestion as it occurred to me, 


fund, but)» 

“Si novisti révtitis Tstis, 

: Tam, Bir, Yo 
Your admirer “and 

Wistretp. 
London, June 20, 1831, 1 

{These remarks sre not without force, 
We insert them for the imformiation of the 
Committee, and also with a view to elicit 
the general feeling of the pretension ‘a on ves 


“THE LANCET’: 
London, Saturday, August 27, 1831, 


Tar Ustvensiry or Loxpox, from the 
first. moment of its existence, has been an 
object of incessant attack with the revilers 
and haters of all liberal institutions. Even 
the first proposal for founding this establish- 
ment called forth a torrent of malignity from 
all the foul sources of hatred and malice— 
from the heads and the tails, o tools =e 
the of the oroug g 
fastions 
Despising all the common artifice and 
trickery of life, utterly spurniog the soul. 
corrupting cant by which society was so 
deeply infected and poisoned, the founders 
of the Lonpon Universiry boldly came for-. 
ward with a scheme of education which 
afforded not a single compliance with the. 
demands of the Charch and. State” bigots 
of the day. For this display of houesty. 
and coursge, they. have been cruelly assail-, 
ed, but fortified by the shield of integrity, 
strengthened by excellence of purpose, and: 
ardently attached to the cause of justice and 
truth, the envenomed arrows of their pre-, 
judieed foes, unable to pierce the coat of, 
mail of the intended victims, rebounded in, 
numberlegs, instances with fatal precision. 
upon, the heads of those ill-designing men, 
by whom they lad been propelled. * Nor 


“ hi 


awd: sure you may ‘find better titles | 
one.at present used—the Social, | 
No. 417. 


wag these any, personal feeling displayed ia 
this. struggle between jwejudice and libecal- 
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690 
ism ; the opponents of the Lownoy 
versity literally hated an institution—ab- 
solutely viewed with horror an institution, 
in which the chairs of learning and of science 
were to be unpolluted by those pestilential 
vapours which had ever surrounded a certain 
class of professors in the “ancient.” Uni- 
versities of Oxford and Cambridge. De- 
lighted at a prospect of rending in twain the 
established system of pride and corruption 
which had been so long sanctioned in our 
** venerable institutions,” the public receiv- 
ed with unbounded joy the proposal for 
erecting the Univensiry or Lonpox. Nor 
was the pecuniary support which was prof- 
fered at all disproportioned to the warm zeal 
which had been 90 universally displayed. 
It may be a question, notwithstanding, whe- 
ther the University commenced its labours 
under the most judicious arrangement, or 
rather, whether there were not in the deed 
of settlement some defective provisions re« 
lating to the elections of professors, whieh 
have subsequently had the effect of mislead- 
ing the Council, and of partially disappoint- 
ing the public. 

While making these remarks, our atten- 
tion is of course confined to the medical de- 
partment of the establishment, where we 
have long traced two sources of misfortune : 
—First, the non-existence of a competent 
mospitat for the clinical instruction of the 
students ; and Secondly, the appointment of 
professors who in their elections were not 
required to pass through the ordeal of a 
public competition or concours. 

. Unfurnished with an hospital, pupils have 
been left to wander to the Middlesex, or to 
St. Bartholomew’s, and disliking the want 
of certainty of arrangement in the conduct 
of the officers of those establishments, their 
visits, rendered irregular, were often discon- 
tinued altogether; and thus the strong inte- 
rest so very generally excited by the reci- 
procal contemplation of the treatment and 
theory of disease, was often wanting amongst 
the students of the Lonpow Univensiry. 


In not establishing an hospital, therefore, 
failed to discharge their duty to the students 
and to the public. In extenvation of their 
conduct in this respect, we kaow it will be 
pleaded, thet there were. not adequate funds ; 
but we contend thet the production of the 
accounts. will prove the fallacy, the otter 
worthlessness, of such a ples, The Council 
may, indeed have, considered that adequate 
funds were not in their possession, and that 
they were not evep attainable by an appeal 
to the charitable and friendly fegling of the 
community, Here we have evidence, not of 
the inacewracy of the statement we, have 
made, but of the want of foresight and 
judgment in the members of the Council. 
Knowing. that Guy’s, . St. Thomas's, and 
Bartholomew's Hospitals, had each an in- 
come of nearly forty thousand pounds per 
annum," the Council presumed, possibly, 
that it was not in their power to maintain an 
hospital, fit for the reception of patients and 
students, for a less sum than one approach- 
ing that enormous amount. _ Neyer was 
there committed a more. fatal blunder is 
making a common calculation, One bun- 
dred patients, judiciously selected, would 
furnish, under proper management, a most 
profitable experience for fire bundred stu- 
dents, In fact it cannot be asserted with 
trath, that the pupil, whose mind is bur- 
dened daily with the subjects of four or 
five heavy lectures, and who, besides, is re- 
quired to bestow some hours of labour and 
attention in the dissecting room, can com- 
pass, so as to render them afterwards avail- 
able in practice, the striking peculiarities 
presented by one hundred, or even by filty 
cases of disease, It rarely happens in St. 
Thomas's and Guy’s Hospitels, where the 
combined number of patients amounts, geue- 
rally to between eight and nine handred, 
that more than six or eight cases. in the two 
establishments claim the attention of the 
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great majority of students, and in this esta- 
blishment'the surgeons nay be seen walk- 
ing, or rather trotting, through the wards, 
and pasting from twenty ‘to thirty beds in 
suevetsion, without condescending to offer a 
single remark for the edification of the in- 
qoiting and plandered student. Under such 
circumstances, of what’ use is a latze num- 
ber'of patients? The fact fs, they are aséd 
only’ as decoys to ensnare those inexperi- 
ented young men wlio are dragged to Lon- 
don by the regalations ” uf the Colleges 
and ‘Companies, to be plundered of their 
money while in the pursuit of knowledge. 
But to return. Yn consideriny the question 
ofthe inadequacy of the funds of the Uni- 
versity to the maintenance of ad hospital, it 
may notbe impreper to inquire into the pro- 
expense of sth an establishment, un- 
dertaken with a strict regard to economy, and 
at the same time with every attention to the 
comfort and welfare of the patients. Upon 
this subject much deception has been prac- 
tised ‘by hospital functionaries. In their 
“ annual reports,” for example, it is often 
stated, that ** 3000 patients have been re- 
ceived and entertained at the comparatively 
triffing-expense of twelve or fourteen thou- 
sand pounds.” It is needless to ask, for 
what object such statements are issued ; the 
intention is too apparent to require any ex- 


Tf-an hospital have only one hundred beds, 
and if, as fs the universal practice (and a 
very/proper one it is), one bed be permitted 
touccommodate one patient, it requires not 
the genius of a Newron to tell us that the 
hospital cau contain no more than one hun- 
dred ‘patients at any given period. There- 
fore, presuming that an hospital containing 
one hundred beds, is fully occapied through - 
out the wholé of the year, we may arrive at 
a knowledge of the expenditure for that 
yeat, by’ inquiring what would be the ex- 
Pétise'in food and medicines, for supporting 
one hundred patients daily ; for it matters 
not how frequently the sick are admitted or 


dismissed, it matters not whether a bed be 
occupied by A, B, C, and D, within one 
week, becadse it must always be borne in 
mind, that each bed accommodates only one 
patient at a time. 
When it is considered that our agricul- 
tural labourers, with wages amounting on 
an average to no more than twelve shillings 
weekly, contrive to pay their rent, parchase 
fuel, and provide food and clothing for 
themselves, their wives, and their children ; 
When it is also considered that thousands of 
the unhappy weavers in the north of Eng- 
land, who labour more than fourteen hours a 
day, teceive in wages not more than seven 
shillings a week, and contrive to maintain 
themselves and their families upon that 
sum; when it is further considered that 
the maintenance of the paupers, in the best 
supplied workhouses of the metropolis, costs 
per head, medicines and clothing included, 
not more than five shillings and sixpence 
weekly ; it will, we apprehend, be thoughta 
liberal proposal, when we allow for each pa- 
tient in the hospital the sum of two shillings 
per diem, or fourteen shillings a week, mak- 
ing a total of 36501. for 100 patients. With 
this sam we are prepared to prove that the 
whole establishment might be conducted 
upon the most liberal scale of expenditure, 
that respectable “ sisters’ might be pro- 
vided to superintend the wards, aud that a 
class of nurses, altogether differing in cha- 
racter from many of the brutal creatures 
who are now permitted to torture the 
sick, might be entrusted with the care 
of the patients; and that the patients 
themselves might not only be furnish- 
ed with medicines and with ‘necessary 
food, but even with sach luxuries as their 
cases may sometimes seem to demand. 
« Bat how,” it will be asked, “ is thissum 
to be obtained?” What a question to be 
propounded by the Whig nobility who 
founded the Universrry or Loxpon! What 
@ question to escape from the lips of Earl 
the Dukes of Devon and 
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692 LONDON UNIVERSITY.--HOW TO RAISE AN HOSPITAL. 


Beprono, Lords Dunnam, and |the chair of medicine, Dr, D, D. Davis ia 
Miron! What question to be asked by | that of midwifery, Mr, S. Coorzgn in that of 
men who each hold the tithes of from ten to| surgery, Dr. Lugyea in the chair of che- 
twenty, parishes! What a question to, be| mistry, and Mr, R. Quasn ip the important 
asked by the Duke of Bepronp, . who. cffi¢e of demonstrator, with an to 
pocketing his thousands year from, the give solidity and utility to their exertions, 
rental of land which once belonged, and the medical department of the University 
probably nuw belongs, to the public!” But| or, Loxppy, within the short period of two 
lest these Whig noblemen should be alike | years, would contain not less than five hun- 
indifferent to. the demands of science and|dred students. Hence an appeal to. the 
the calls of Lumanity, let us point out in |“ generosity ” of the public might be axoid- 
what way it is perfectly certain that the | ed altogether, and the pockets of the Whig 
36501. per annum might be raised. , lords remain untaxed for supporting an in- 

1st. Not a doubt can be entertained that | stitution devoted to the upited purposes of 
& proper appeal to the public would bring an | science and charity, With respect to the 
annual subscription amounting to not less building of such an hospital, and for furnish- 
than 16501. . ‘I'wo hundred students charged | ing it with every convenience to secure the 
ten pounds each for witnessing the medical | tranquillity and welfare of the, patients, 
and surgical practice—less than one-fourth | 6000/, at most would be the sum required. 
of the sum charged for the same privilege at | If this money be not slrpady, at the disposal 
the other London hospitals, and in many | of the Council, let them immediately call in 
instances less than one-fifth of the sum so| the out-standing debts due for the nou- 
charged—would produce annually 2000/,,| payment of deposits, or if they scruple to 
making the total of 3650/, The pupils now | devote the funds to such a purpose, they 


se at the hospitals for might possibly, by a proper appeal to, the 
regical practice (one year) .... tas Whig nobility, obtain the amount required, 
eical practice (ies) or, in the event, of failure, readily raige the 


Total. £ 48. | money by mortgage on, the land, and, build- 
hospitals the charge is above, | at an interest of five percent, 
at others below, this som, but what we have | We have dwelt a¢ this length upon the 
mentioned may be taken as the true ave- | ‘itcumstances connected with the yon-es- 
rage. The savings to the students, there- |istence of an hospital at the University, in 
fore, would in each instance amount to $71. | Order to show the present Council that, if 
(no inconsiderable sum in jthese days),|"@ have condemned both them and, their 
while their advantages in this institution | predecessors for having comsaitted ap, egre- 
would infinitely excel the opportunities of | §i0us blunder in the government of, the 
learning afforded in such expensive bospi- | ™¢dical department of the Justituuon, we 
tals as the Middlesex, Bartholomew's, and | 40 90t complain without pointing put. 
Guy's. * But,” it will be asked, ‘do you | them the means, if not of redressing, the 
not over-rate the number of students who | ‘jury which has been inflieted the 
“would enter the classes annually?’ Qur re- | Jnstitution, at least of adopting a, plan by 
ply is, Certainly not; we have made oureal-| which the, like calamity may be axerted jp 
culations rather under, than over, the mark, | the future administration of its afgira,, 
for with Mr.Joxxs Quaty in the chuir of |... Vie come, now to the second, source of 
anatomy and physiology, Dr. Exurorson in | mischief in the medical 
veraity, When, she gress feptivel wag hy 
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ELECTION BY PUBLIC CONCOURS, 


mony of laying tlie first stone by his Royal 
Highness the Duké of Sussex, Lord 
Brovonam, in one of bis splendid ora- 
tions, vebemenily declared, that * in elect- 
ing the Professors, no circtimstance, other 
than abilities for the duties of their offices, | 
should weigh as * dust in ‘the balance’ in 
influencing the decisions of the Council.” 
Ja what way bas the pledge here made been 
redeemed? ‘Why, by electing the whole of 
the Professors in private, without any other 
aids to guide the Council in‘ their choice 
than the representations of partial friends, 
contained in the thick-and-thin “ testimo- 
nials” of charadter and ‘ability. To this 
unfortunate bréach of faitll, ‘aiid to thie still 
more unfortunate practice,' may be ctaced 
nearly all the diesentions, all the cabals, 
all the complaints, which have originated 
in the medical department. Some of the 
gentlemen thus elected were doubtless 
highly qualified for their offices ; for exam- 
ple, we do not believe that in Europe a man 
could ‘have been found better qualified to 
fill the chair of midwifery than Dr. D. D. 
Davis, and it was scarcely possible to find 
a mote richly-qualified lecturer, in the de- 
partment of chemistry, than Dr. Turner ; 
but we are of opinion that bad the whole of 
the elections been conducted by Concours 
neither Dr. Mr. Partison, Dr. 
Warsox, nor Dr. A. T. Tnomson, would 
have ever obtained professorial chairs in 
the University. Of the election of the 
Warden we say nothing, as, whatever may 
be the merits or demerits of Mr. Horner, 
it is admitted on all sides that his appoint- 
ment with a salary of 1500/. per annum, was 
4 job, connected with which the name and 
character of Buovcuam stand not free from 
reproath. Even Mr. Bett, against whom 
‘many’ cliarges of ‘cabal have been made, 
might not have obtained a Professorship in 
a public Concours. But would his failure 
have proved an evil to the University? We 
think'Wot; for although we are free to ac- 
knoiledge that Mr. Bexx is an excellent, 


nay, 2 profound, anatomist, and, in one de- 
partment of physiology, a teacher not to be 
surpassed for extent of knowledge, yet Mr. 
Bevt’s efforts as ‘a lecturer are so oppressed 
and obscured by an unsightly, sickening 
affectation and mannerism, that he scarcely 
ever succeeds in fixing the attention of the 
student to the subject under consideration ; 
he fatigues more frequently than he in- 
structs, annoys more frequently than pleases, 

Now these four gentlemen, how stand they 
in relation to the University? Three of 
them resigned in consequence, it must be 
presumed, of their not having found it either 
agreeable or convenient to retain their 
offices, and the fourth has been expelled by 
a vote of the Council. Is it rational to be« 
lieve that such convulsive changes would 
have occurred, bad the appointments been 
made solely under the influence of a prin- 
ciple which would have applied an adequate 
test to the abilities of the candidates before 
they were thrust into their respective de- 
partments? A feeling of jealousy was en- 
gendered before even the Professors com- 
menced their academic duties, and with truth 
it may be said, that several of them assumed 
their seats, while a lurking suspicion per- 
vaded the minds of the medical profession 
generally, that they were utterly incompe- 
tent to discharge the duties of the station 
to which they had aspired. Unhappily, cir- 
cumstances have  tended~ strongly to in- 
crease the unfavourable impression which 
was at first entertained. The Council have 
lately manifested their dissatisfaction with 
the labours of some of the professors, by 
seizing their resignations the moment they 
were offered, while in one instance they 
have openly avowed its existence, by ex- 
pelling professor from his chair. This 
step, however, was not taken until the 
students had loudly and repeatedly com- 
plained of the teacher's incompetency. 

Mr. Parrison, not satisfied with his un- 
ceremonious dismissal from the University, 
has published “ A Statement of the Facts of 
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60% LONDON UNIVERSITY—DISMISSAL OF MR. PATTISON. 


his Connexién with the Unstversrry or 
Loxvow,” in which he complains very bit- 
terly of the treatment he hes received from 
the heads of the Institution. We are of 
opinion, however, that his complaint is not 
founded in reason, and that the Council 
could not have pursued a different course 
towards him, without an utter sacrifice of 
the interests of the medical department 
the University, iucluding both professors 
and students. Before extracting any por- 
tion of Mr. Patrison’s * statement,” it 
is necessary, in order that the mind of the 
reader may fully embrace and comprehend 
the whole question, that there should be 
laid before the profession a brief statement 
of circumstances which existed before Mr. 
Parrison’s connexion with the Univer- 
sity. 

‘Mr, Parison, at’ 
assiated Mr, Arcan: Burns in his lectures 
at Glasgow. Mr. Burws, entertaining an 
attachment for one of Mr. Parrison’s sis- 
ters, Mr. Parrison’s services were conti- 
nued till Mr. Burwé died, when Mr, Pat- 
tasox became his successor, and enjoyed 
some reputation as a youthful lecturer, In 
the course of some time, however, Mr. Par- 
trsow left Glasgow under verv unfavourable 
appearances, Dr. Une having obtained a di- 
vorce from his wife on the ground of adultery 
with Mr. Parrsson ; with recommendations 
from Dr.Cuatmens, Sit Astrey Cooper, 
and the present Lord Apvocate, he went 
to America, in expeetation of béing made 
professor of anatomy at Philadelphia, bat 
his tarnished fame having travelled thither 
in nearly ag quick time as himself, he was 
oppesed by Dr, Cuarpman, and other profes- 
sors of the University, Hesent Dr, Crar- 
wan a challenge, which’ was declined, bat 
he fought Captain 

- Soon after this period, Mr. Partrson was 
invited to the. chair of anatomy, physiology, 
and surgery, at “Bilfimete, which he ac- 
cepted. He filled it during five years, in 
which yeriod the class mote than doubled 


its nombers. Mr. Patrison, whilst at 
Baltimore, led a gay life. Partly from this 
cause, and possibly in part from the influ- 
ence of an unfriendly climate, he was ob- 
liged to leave Baltimore in a state of ex- 
tremely bad health, his friends not expect- 
ing that he could ever recover. a 
From Baltimore he came to London, still 


of | in very delicate state of health. .dbout 


this time, or soon after, the Council of the 
Usivensrry or Lowvow issued their first 
advertisements for professors, and Mr. Pat- 
TrIsow became a candidate for the professor- 
ship of anatomy. He was no more. ‘ in- 
vited”’ to become a candidate than was any 
other of his rival candidates, nor was he 
‘« allured” by avy promises or prospects 
which were not made public to all the 
world—certainly no inducements were held 

to him, privately or individually. The 
advertisements were addressed to the pub- 
lie, and as one of the public he replied to 
them. 


BECK, and one or two other members of the 
Couneil, a discourse on anatomy, which was 
also heard by some of the members of the 
Royal Institation, where it was delivered. 
It is to be presumed that this leeture pleased 
Dr. Brrxsecx and the other gentlemen of 
the Council who were present; but we 
learn, however, that mauy other persons 
present were disgusted by it, the matter of 
the lecture being very common, and the 
manner of delivery execrable. Soon after- 


at a numerous meeting of the Council to the 
chair of anatomy iu the University, as we 
understand, dy @ majority of ons. 

Mr. Parrisow delivered an introductory 
lecture to hig course during the firat week 
of the opening of the session, which greatly 
disappointed, both as to its matter.and man- 
ner, many of his colleagues. | 

Mr. Parrison bas an 
speech, which lamentably detracts from his 


qualifications asa: public speaker, Not 


Mr. Partisow delivered before Dr, Binx-: 


wards, however, Mr. Parrison was elected - 
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DR. SHARKEY ON THE TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY¢ 


having @ musical ear, he appears to have 
no idea of modalating his voice—not, at 
best, an agreeable one—end he delivers the 
whole of every sentence in the same key. 
He begins his lectures in a low tone, rises 
rapidly to the top of his voice, and delivers 
the remainder as loudly as he can—we were 
about to say scream, without the slightest 
variation or moduletion of tone. This may 
have been a reason why at least some of the 
students preferred to sit on the most re- 
mote benches. It isa misfortune to this 
gentleman, now too late to be remedied, 
that he was foisted into @ public engage- 
ment as a teacher before he had acquired a 
knowledge of the classical languages. Henee 
his best friends have been obliged to ac- 
knowledge that he is in the constant habit of 
making false quantities and inaccurate ter- 
minations, He has been accused of being 
incorrect in iis anatomicel descriptions, and 
desultory in the distribution of bis facts. 
The latter charge is certainly well founded, 
and there is ground for believing that Mr. 
Partison has net kept pace with the pro- 
gress which general anatomy especially has 
made, during the last few years, in Europe. 
Having bastily run, through this list. of 
what we helieve to be well-founded facts, 
we shall next week enier fully into an ex- 
mination of Mr. Parrisoy’s charges against 
the Council, his colleagues, and students, 
who, it would appear from his representa- 
tions, were at last all actuated by a desire to 
accomplish his ruin ! 


LONDON UNIVERSITY. 

Mr. 8. Cooper, author of the Surgical 
Dictionary, has been elected by the Coun- 
cil Professor of Surgery to this Institution ; 
and AXrnoxy Topp Titomson has 
been appointed, for one year, to the Chair 
of Medical Jurisprudence. After the Doc- 
tor’s unhappy display ‘in this department, 
doring the last session, we were not pre- 
pared for his ‘renewed installation into the 


position where he has been again placed by 
the Council. Again and again do we in- 
quire of the Council, why they rely upon 
private representations and testimonials in 
preference to a searching public concours ; 
but it is said, that “ Even fools are made 
wise by experience.” 


> 


ON THE 
TREATMENT OF EPILEPSY, 
WITH Cases. 


By Parnicx Suanxey, 4.M.,M.D., Senior 
Physician to the Cork General Dispens 
sary. 

Aursovon I acknowledge the utility of 

putting forth even isolated cases of success 

in the treatment of any disease, as tending 
to the advancement of medical science, yet, 
knowing the many disappoinumeats which 
have followed upon the adoption of @ prac- 
tice built upon single reports, sent forward 
into the world with all the gloss of language 
and strained force of analogical argument, 
or uowatrantable induction, I cannot but 

say that I feel much more confidence than I 

should, in submitting for publica- 
tion in higbl pages the 
results Serived from experiments conducted 
on an extensive scale, during @ practice of 
twenty-five years and upwards. These few 

T have selected, not from any singularity in 

of treatment, but as be- 

ing, by reason. of their greater inveteracy 

« instar omnium.” I put them forward 

also, under the extremely forcible recom- 

mendation of their having been all referred 
to me after the ordinary and diversified, but 
ul, treatment of others. 1 con- 


very 
timid, and @m still very cautious in resort- 
ing to the novel and apparently hazardous 
mode of treatment which I am about tolay be- 
fore you, lest any untoward accident should 
arise, which might have damned me in the 
infancy of my professional cureer,or even now 
injure me, and, therefore, 1 never attempt 
it, without throwing the responsibility from 
myself upon the relatives or friends of the 
patients, explaining to them the severe na- 
ture of the process, and in doing so, I uni- 
formly receive for answer, that even death, 
should it follow, would be preferable in their 
estimation to the continuance of so st 
a disease, attended with perpetu 
and which may terminate ia ao scuidensal 
death, infini 
cumstanées, 


more distressing in its cir 
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these who may to give this re- 
medy a nok, to, do.so indiscriminately, 
without ascertaining, as far as possible, that 
there exists no organic derangement of any 
of the viscera, aspecially the brain, luags, 
stomach, liver,.or intestinal eanal. 1 have, 
in very many instances, found epilepsy con- 
nected with derangement of the liver, and 
1 will add, that this connexion prevails far 
more extensively than is generally tuought. 
It is astonishi 


length of time, without much apparent dis- 
turbance of the system. The appetite may 
be good, digestion unimpaired, alvine and 
urinary evacuations regular, wud yet, upon 
&@ more minute- investigation, a very dis- 
eased state of these organs may be found to 
have existed. In many of the cases which 
I have treated, I have been 
; an active aratory course of medi- 
before I could venture upon the appropriate 
anti-epileptic remedy ; and in two of the, 
gases in which was successful, one of 
them of twenty years’ standing and. the | 
other of siz, the abdominal congestion was 

80 obstinate, that I could not remove it en- 
tirely, until { veatured upon the appropriate 
remedy. In a few cases in which I was un- 
successful, I found such a state to exist, 
both before and afier it ; and in one I never 
was able to rectify a state of the 


prime via, indicated by foul, deep- fissured 


tongue, &c. As we here 

epileptics, I have hb t little expe- 
rience with the lower orders, who would 
never exercise sufficient erance, and 


that I, have ded with many by the pre- 
paratory treatment alone (principally pur- 
gation and treaiment directed to liver dis- 
ease if it exist), without resorting to the 
ultimate remedy, adding to such prepara- 


employ in consequence of its discoloration 
of the skin, without any claim to 
the character of a specific. After having 
had an authentic account.of the success of 
the treatment about to be detailed in seve- 


to what extent disorder of |, 
this and otber viscera frequently exists fora}. - 


ral — particularly that of the son of Mr. 
of Dublia, a respectable teacher of | 
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was then called iny and, in conjunction with 
Dr. the follewing treatment, 

as I find 
September by 1807) 


in mortarid: 
per horus” septem septem ; 
colt exprimento.— 
"Capit Vigioris Cotati; 
folier. 9 quercus sicca- 
a tarum, ‘aut icis siccate, gr. x. 
She was of leycopllegmatic temperament, 
fair hair, aud complexion ; the. disease, not 
hereditary,, 

45.. Took .the. draught yesterday, and in 
ten mipytes bad a Bi, €88 severe and shorter 
than usual; vomited vently and. violent- 
ly till, twelve o'clock this day, her pu'se 
sinkieg from, intermittent and ir- 
regular; compla ral much .of pain. of. bead 
and soreness 0 epigastrium on pressure. 
We ordered a blister to epigastrium, and.a 
cup, of strong coffee. She had cramps in 
| the muscles of her legs this moment; extre- 
mities cold at times. 


= 


6. Hee had no fit ; vomiting continued 
violently till ten o'clock this morning ; pulse 
40, irregular, and intermittent; great pros- 
tration of strength. Took a cup of. coffee 
yesterday, and continues decoct, avene. 
Cramps oflegs returned last night. ‘Pupils 
have dilated from beginning of treat- 
ment. 

7. Continues to vomit very bilious mat- 
ter; feces also bilious, of. -browh co- 
lour. Pulse as bat Jess, irregular ; 
great weakness ; eo has slight cramps; 
dilated. Cont. decoct. avena: 

8. Continues free from fils; vomits much 
hilious matter us before ; freces also of same 
character ; pulse still irreguler, about 60 ; 
great weakness; pupils dilated. 

16. Continues free from fite;, strength 
restored; pupils contract; appetite good. 
I watched this case for two years, and there 
was no return of fits, which po teary of 
almost daily 


The next case which I select, 
gentleman of this city, wha had been se- 


the deaf and dumb, I was resolved to try it| verely affected with epilepsy for twenty 
in the first case which should present itself, , years. He was.of robust form,, sanguine 
end the first was that of Miss Fowkes, niece , temperament, great abdominal congestion ; 
of a alderman of Dublin, atat,| general health very good, He wés:treated 
about seventeen years, She had been snized by several physitiins 
with epilepsy twelve months before. She! pounced, incurable, Amonyst | other reme- 
been. under-the care of the late Dr. | dies he took nitrate silver | ‘tor lerge 
Thomas Mills, ‘growing worse amount, which diseoloured, him) horridly 
sander the use of the medicines then recom recom- without advantage. Suffice it to say, for the 
amended by the most able practitioners; I janhe of hanvieg; that I had him under pre- 
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 Folitr. ‘digitalis ‘purp. 'rerentium, 
would rather depend on amulets and quack- | 
ery, than on a course of remedial measures, 
tory. treatment the ordinary tonics, &c., ex- 
cepting nitrate of silver, which I never 
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poratory treatment for two or three months, 
without any abatement of the fits. 1 admi- 
nistered the digitalis and polopody (the 
leaves) to him as above, with similer effects. 
The ation.of strength and diminution 
of pulse in this case were absolutely fright- 
ful. , He has had no return of fits for ten 
years. I.also. cured his, brother six years 
ago, who likewise,has siuce exempt. 
The third case which I haye selected is 
that of the daughter of an eminent surgeon, 
who had been afflicted for six years. She 
was of the melancholic temperament; much 
abdominal congestion ; state of bowels so 
torjid as‘not to be acted on extept by in- 
ordinate drastic purgatives, of which ‘she 
took great quantities, often without effect. 
I employed thé preparatory treatment for 
two or tlireé monflis without success. She 
was 16) lad never menstrunted, aud 
laboured utider’enuresis. I subjected her 
also’to the above treatnient; which affected 
her severely. She vomited incessantly for 
three days, taking decoct. avene, tbj every 
hours’; ‘bowels costive, as usual, [ 
was greatly"alarmed in her case, as she did 
not vomit for a whole hour after taking the 
dose, which is unusual. Prostration of 
strength was excessive ; pulse very irregu- 
lar, intermittent, and scarcely to be felt, 44 
in a minute. Shortly after taking the dose 
she complained of pain in the occiput, and 
said she felt'as' if she were tipsy. The ab- 


dominal congestion has disappeared, the 


bowels are now obedient to mild tives, 
and sheisalso cured of enuresis. She has 
had rio recurrence of fits. 


Remarks. 


T have observed that when cramps occor 
withiw forty-eight hours the cure generally 
is effected, thoogh success may follow with- 
out them. Ifthey bealarming they may be 
telieved by giving a pint of chicken-broth, 
or some mild stimulant ; but otherwise it is 
better not to check them. In no case in 
which I employed it did any untoward acci- 
dent happen, and I conceive that whatever 
danger occurred to the ancients arose from 
thé injudicious use of icin minor doses at 
distant periods, giving it time to be absorb- 
ed by the system, in which case it must 
have acted deleteriously. Under this im- 
pression I never varied the dose in regard 
to age, lest an under-dose might prove poi- 
sonoas, amat present engaged making 
experiments to find aceurutely what pro- 

ion of the dried leaves may be equiva- 
to three ounces and a half of 
the'suecalentleaves of the fresh plant, in 
order that I'may be free to order it in win- 
ter as well as in summer, in the adjustment 
of which I conceive I t be too canti 
Ray, in remarking on @ case of epilepsy, 
cared, as reported by Parkinson, says, 


Verum medicamentum hoe robustioribus 
tantim cunvenit, siquidem violenter admo- 
dum purgat, et vomitiones immanes excitat.”’ 
— Vid. Raii Hist., p.767. Others remark, 
speaking of its successful exhibition in 
scrofula,—*‘* Sed ob nimiam remedii vehe- 
menatiam, continuationem ejus necessariam 
detrectavit.”—Vid. Murray App. Med. 
vol.1,p.192. But 1 do notagree with Kay, 
for [have found the delicate to bear it, as 
well, at least, as the more robust. With 
regard to the polypodium, although sys- 
tematic writers in yeneral assert that its vir- 
tues reside in the root alone, this is not 
true; I have used the leaves oftener than 
the root, and with equal success ; and Dr. 
Hill, author of the “Vegetable System,” 
that the leaves possess all the virtues 
the plant until fractification is com 
I have succeeded with the digitalis without 
polypodium, and have succeeded in a vast 
uumber of cases by the preparatory treat- 
ment alone. The number of cases which 
were pronounced incurable, aud which re- 
sisted my own ordinary treatment, though 
pursued with activity, and ia which I have 
been obliged to resort to the specific (shall 
I call it?) remedy with success, amount to 
about fifty. I never administered it where 
fatuity existed, or where I suspected mal- 
formation or disorganisation of any part of 
the cerebro-spinal system. I am satisfied 
that digitalis may be administered in this 
way with much more safety than other poi- 
sons generally are, because it seldom or 
never needs to be used more than once ; and 
then it has not time to be taken into the sys- 
tem ; this differs widely from the habitual 
exhibition of poison. I must however ac- 
kuowledge thatI have failed in several cases, 
but they were chiefly those in which the 
remedy was not administered under my own 
eye, being remote, and therefore I cannot 
say how far mismanagement might have 
taken place; for instance, the juice of a 
succulent plant may bave undergone decom- 
position in a short space of time, especially 
in the summer season, which was chiefly 
that in which I have made the experiment. 
I should have mentioned that in the case last 
related tine was among the remedies 
used without benefit, and I mention this the 
more particularly as that medicine has been 
of late reported to have succeeded so well 
in the hands of some physicians, especially 
that able and philosophic practitioner Dr. 
Eltliotson, of London, as to have been con- 
sidered more entitled to the claim of being 
specific than any other of the medicines used 
in the disease. 

Now, as to the rationale of the tice 
here advocated I can scarcely h a con- 
jectore ; perhaps it is that by giving such 
@ tremendous shock to the nervous system 
it completely alters its Aabit, and that the 
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the excitability of the nervous system 
so far below its watural standard that it can 
never after return to that morbid condition 
of over-excitability in which it formerly bad} 
been. But in the present state of ourknow- 
ledge respecting the pathology of the nerv- 
ous system, i are equally 

and destitute of practical utility. 

, August 9, 1831. 


ON THE WIILITY OF HYDROCYANIC ACID IN 
ENGLISH CHOLERA. 


By Joszru Cuatis, Esgq., Surgeon. 


T rake the liberty of sending you the fol- 
lowing cases, showing the efficacy of hydro- 
cyanic acid in English cholera. ight 
easily ‘have multiplied the number, having) 
had from thirty-five to forty cases in private 
practice, and among the police ; ype: € 
toms; treatment, and termination, have been 
so similar, that a hi of one case is a 
history of almost all the rest. What effect 
it in the Indian species 1 
cannot, of course, pretend to ssy'; but from 
the very'sudden and effectual relief it 
pears to in all cases dependin 
an irritable state of the tales. 
tines, I should think it well worth a trial, 
T have used it during the last seven or eight 
months at the rate of an ounce per month, 
and within the last month at a much greater 
raté, and in doses to adults’ of from three to 
five minims, yet 1 have never observed any 
bad effects follow its exhibition, except 
sometimes, though very rarely, pain in the 
stomach, and sometimes I have thought it 
Fe pee pain in the head. ‘These pains, 

ver, aré not severe, and soon go off. 
Ad many of the patients, to whom | have 
ake the hydrocyanic acid, have been po- 

en belonging to a division under my 
cate, who are obliged to come to me if th 
leave their daty on secount of ill healt 
ouly for ‘an hour, if it had produced any bad 
effects six or nine mouths afterwards I must 

In a re a case of English cholera, 
which eadanret in Westminster Hospital, 
published in the Number of Tre Lancer 
for the 23d of July, the hydrocyanic acid 
appears to have been administered once iv 
a of one drop, but was not repeated in 
consequence of debility ensuing. I have 
never seen debility’ produced by it, and 
doubt the probability of its having such an’ 
To a dose of drop I should’ 

expect an ible effect, unless 

Ass to the morbid anatomy of this disease! 


degree. 


HYDROCYANIC ACID IN ENGLISH CHOLERA. 


of the secretions, and the violent spasms of 
the intestines, an irritable state of the mus- 
cular and mucous membranes of the ‘sto- 
mach and intestines exists in a very hi 

I very much doubt whether tli 
liver has any-thiog to do with the disease. 
The bile that is yomited appears in general 
healthy, and 1 should attribute its quantity 
rather to the presente. liver receives 
the act of vomiting, to an 


CARB 


age about 35, . ‘ 

evening at 8 querter before 
returned hie duty half an 
previously, and felt nothing the matter 
while on duty. On his‘wey home. he. was 
attacked with violent in the sbdomen, 


shortly afterwards with vidlent retching 


and purging,end great 
At present has hardly strength sufficient to 
hold bis beed over abasia; pulse very small 
and weak ; what he brings up appears. 10 
be healthy bile. 


R eid. 


Mucil, acacie, 
Sumat coch!. ij, magna tertiis horis. - 
If the first dose return, to take another in 
three quarters of an hour, ~— 
28. Seven a.m. He threw up the 
dose, and took avother in three quarters 
an hour, which ined; was sick once 
after the third dose, but has not been sick 
since ; bowels open eight or nine times 
without pain ; complains ef pain in the head 
and back when be rises. in bed, which be 
attributes to the yiolent retching he had 
yesterday evening; pulse much stronger, 
Continuetur mistura, 
Six p.m. Has been up since 
is at present out taking 
a walk, 
29. Bowels open six or seven times 
yesterday without pain; was not, pt all sick ; 
feels rather so this morning ; has no head- 
ach, Rept, mist. , 
July 30, Bowels not Open: yésterday ; 
slight pain in the ehdomen twice, in. 
night ; bowels open once this morging, 


su 


31. Still slight pain in the abdomen; 
bowels open three times ; no sickness; ap- 
petite tolerable ; feels much stronger. Rep, 


can say very little, not huving as yet lost| mist. 
undoubtedly, from the state | Aug. 1. Cured, 


= re eae 


R inine sulph., xij; 
Tinct. catumbe, 5); 
iging, 
Sumat cochl. ij, magne quartis boris. « 
J 


a 
a 


“BEE 


at two o'clock with vomiting | otherwise 

_parging and violent pain in the abdo-|* 

az tion of strength ; has not 

to tise from his bed since. The 

and purging have ceased, but the 
ond deity still remain. 


beth 


8. No return oe 


‘Sumat cochl. 
Vouiiting, urging, and in abdo- 
men, the head, great de- 


10, since the 8th; com- 


R submer., gr. ii); 
tr. coloc. gr. vj. M. 

Divide in pil. ij, statim sumend. 

Mist. cathart., Ft, haustus 
11, Able to 
is 
which my eg mixture is made. It 
empties the bowels freeiy, and 
without griping or producing that sense 
of distension anhiesclones common to the 
black draught, aad is much less nauseous 
and 


@, M, 
4 


be 
ot keep any day 
‘Camden Town, Avg. 48, 183. 7 


CASE OP 
CALCULUS IN THE FEMALE 
SPEEDILY REMOVED BY 
WEISS’S DILATOR, 


By Joun Fonsren, » Esa Surg., Lambeth, 


Tae © inf uency of calcu- 
for publication the following case, ia which 
the removal of the stone was accomplished 
in about four hours by meansof Mr. Weiss’s 
excellent dilator, of which a representation 
is given by him in Tus Lancer for March 
1828, 

Mrs. B., between forty and fifty years of 
age, after recovering from an attack of ery- 
sipelatous inflammation of the head and 
neck, complained of pan pl considerable 
pain about the urinary and genital organs, 
increased very much of late, but experi- 
enced more or less for the last eighteen 
montis, There uneasiness and 
jarring sensation in walking, particularly 
descending stairs; with a degree of pres- 
sure on one side of the pussage, and a sense 
a slight pain in making 
water, and occasional interruption to its free 
passage ; she could not bear the motion of a 
carriage, without suffering a good deal, and 
felt as if nothing was the matter if she con- 
tinued to sit still; but om assuming the 
horizontal posture ” from the erect one, or, 
vice versa, she always experienced pain : 
the urine had never been tinged with the 
least of blood, Upon intro- 
ducing the sound a calculus was detected. 
Being a person of strong mind, she was im- 
mediately informed of the nature of her 
case, and the plan to be adopted to relieve 
her, to which she readily assented; she 
was put upon low diet, a few active pur- 
atives administered, and a day appointed 
or its removal. 

A dilator was introduced into the meatus 
urivarius, avd its arms gradually extended 
for about one hour and a half, so as to dilate 
the urethra to as great an extent as possible, ° 
without cing much smconvenience ; 
when, finding it would oceupy some time, 
the patient was left for nearly two hours ; 
and then complaining of futigue and uneasi- 
ness of posture for ag it was 
removed, and a pair of polypus forceps in- 


the bladder ; the calculus not 
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Weter should be added afterwards to 
he quantity, and if the consump- 
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being immediately grasped, the fore-fnger| The insertion of the ddctor’s polite com- 
of the left hand was passed into the bladder, | munication will oblige yout correspondent. 
and the situation of the stone ascertaioed ; ey w Thomas. 
and on pasding a pair of middle-sized stone | Well St., Hackaby, Avg, 22, ABShe os 
forceps, a mulberry calculus was embraced, 

and required nearly twenty minutes’ patience | Ssn,—Having just vow hastily read your 
to ailow the urethra still furtber to become | paper upon Barns ii THE Lancet for the 


dilated, previous to being able to extract it, 6th inst,, if the followin 
ot 


without laceration of the urethra; the cir- | addicional faet of sacer 1 treatment a 
cumference of itfmajor axis being S$ inches, which you have related at page 592, it is 
and its minor 2¢ inches, and its weight 160 | quite at your gervice to use asiyoa)think fir. 
grains, in appearance like a peach-stone,| 1 may, however, premise that what I relate 
Some slight pain of the parts and tenesmus to you is purely from memory, conseqnently, 
came on about four hours after the removal after tlie lapse of so tany years, you must 
of the stone, and continued uatil the bowels | make every allowance for its being an ont- 
wete freely acted upon by aperiénts ; the | line rather than.» detail of the case. During 
patieut continuing the horizontal posture | my attendance as a student at St.’ s 
during the time, it is believed the urine was | Hospital, in tlie year ut (6) I was present 
capable of being retained after the space of | when Mr. i ap (the able lecturer “upon 
twenty hours, and she recovered without | anatomy int it #clool) perfarmed an ope- 
any bad symptom. ration upon a, child’s neck, who had been 
As calculi in the female are rare, and | burnt, and in whom the chin, during. the 
reckoned by Mr. Brodie to occur in the pro- | process of healing, was firmly bound down 
portion of one to eighteen or twenty males, | to the sternum by adventitious bands. He 
a reference to cases published is, every| divided the adhesions, and by proper band- 
iow and then, of service. I have tu ac-/ages kept the lead so hack as to prevent 
knowledge the great assistance derived from | a reunion of the parts, and, so far as [ re- 
those narrated by Sir Astley Cooper, Vol. | collect, succeeded in the cure, In the fol- 
VAIL. and Vol. XII. of the Medico-Chirur-! lowing year, when practising as a sutgeon 
! Transactions, although not able to leuru | in Shrewsbury, a boy, about ten or twelve 
any one the probability of the duration of age, was brought to me under simi- 
of time required for the dilatation of the | larcircumstances; the lower lip was 
urethra of a female of the above age, espe-| drawn down obliquely, so as to prevent 
cially as sponge was the article had recourse | upper lip from coming in contact with it, 
to, both. by Mr. Thomas and Sir Astley|and the saliva was constantly drivelling 
Cooper, requiring twenty-four hours; in|down the neck, ‘The cuticular band was 
Mr. Oke’s case, of Cambridge, seventy-two | about three inches broad, very thick, and 
hours, and iu Mr, Wright's, Nottingham, | very much resembled the one which bound 
about seven days; while the dilator of Mr.| the Siamese Boys together, though not so 
Weiss, employed by Sir Astley Cooper,| broad, I determined at once to divide the 
required eight bours, and in this case scarce- | band and pursue the same treatment which 
ly four by myself, I had seen Mr. Cline successfully adopt in 
Lambeth, June 14, 1831, St. Thomas’s Hospital, ‘The operation was 
accordingly done with the assistance of the 
on Mr. Woody, of Tamworth, at 
4 the House Surgeon to the Shrewsbur ir 
OPERATIONS FOR DEFORMITIES "The division of the band caused 
OF mn and large vessels exposed, bat complete 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. henden nee given to the lip. A very smart 
Sin,— Dr. Jeffreys, of Liverpool, has done | fever came on after the operation, which, 
me the honour of transmitting mé the in-| by the usual means, was subdued; and ai- 
closed, and of making me the medium of its| though great attention was wed by 
communication to you. His remarks tend,| bandaging, and other means, ‘to prevent a 
I think, to show the possibility of diminish- | reunion of the band, a very slight one took 
ing, if not of completely removing, the un-| place, but not sufficiently so to forbid the 
and oftentimes hideous deformities | propriety of the operation ; on the contrary, 
vyich are met with in consequence of se-| the boy was so much benefited, that he was 
vere biirns. His letter appears to contain | not only enabled to masticate bis food, but 
this importent bint, namely, that if subse- | bis appearance, as he grew up to manhood, 
< contractions may be relieved by in-| was not et all disgusting, and, when bh 
sion and extension, their formation, if it| cravat was on, scarcely perceptible, for I 


cannot be quite prevented, may, by proper| well recollect meeting him several years 
to postion, be and aboutd vot hare 
creased, keown him to be the some isdi¥s 
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COLLEGE OF MEDICINE-FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 


operated upon, had he not been particularly 
pointed out tome, 

Liverpoot, Aug. 19) 1831. 


oti 


LONDON COLLEGR.OF MEDICINE. 
To'the Editor of Lancet. 
‘Sia,—Ia answer to a correspondent, in 
the last No, of Tue Lancer, page 628, you 
state that, 1t was not a ‘College of Phy- 
siciuns,’ or a ‘College of Surgeons,’ or 
‘Company of Apothecaries,” which was de- 
sirable in a new ingtitution, but it was a 
College of Medicine,—that is, a temple in 
whith the whole of the votaries of medical 
science should meet upon equal terms,” Kc. 
’ In the following page (629) you say, in 
aiswet to @ question by “ An Old Sub- 
scyiber,”—** We should ‘consider that the 
act or charter will make the contribution 
(to the eleemosynary collegiate fuud) com- 
palaory to this extent,—that in the event of 
uOn-payment it may be provided that the 
family of a deceased Fellow who had not 
his subscription to the fund, should 
hidvé ho Tegal claim to any benefits arising 
frdin such fund; and fuithér, that during 
the litefime of such Fellow, the senate may 
be empowered to erase his name from the 
list of the College,” 
"What, Sir! erase the name of a Fellow 
who in all probability had paid for the pri- 
of being a Fellow, from the list of the 
College’ of Medicine,—** the temple in 
which the whole of the votaries of medical 
science’ ‘should meet upon equal terms,” 
merely because he would not (perhaps could 
not) subscribe to an eleemosynary fund ? 
Why, Sir, this would reduce your “ College 
of Medicine” to a mere benefit club—a 
friendly society, if you pleese. Indeed, such 
would naturally seem to be the object, as it 
is evident that the interests of science and 


the’ affirm 
of law, and there declared 
Worthy the privileges of society, 
‘borty to see it ,in_ the 
iple of ad- 
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mitting all into the new institution, who 
are pow legally qualified, certainly ought 
not to be sanctioned after the College is 
regularly incorporated by charter or act of 
Parliament.” ‘ 
Why not? Have we not enough.of close 
corporations already? Dovs not the ** Lon- 
don College of Medicine” ley claims to 
public support on the very principle, of 
being open to all legally-qualified medical 
practitioners? Is not this principle 
only one by which an end can be puf to 
monopoly, and the present distracted state 
of the profession? The act of iucorporating 
the London College of Medicine will not 
render those who wre now legally. qualified 
less worthy, as medical practitioners, than 
they were before. 
am an admirer, Sir, of Tux Lancet, and 
of the Editor of Tug Lancer. Ju my opi- 
nion there is not a man living better quali- 
fied than he is for the task he has under- 
taken ; wesenleny that part of the task 
which consists in the reform of the medical 
piofession : but as such powerful, sound, 
and liberal arguments, have been, und may 
still.be, brought forward by him in sypport 
of general medical reform, 1 regret when I 
find any sentiment procerd from him which 
can, even by construction, be considered 
illiberal. Pioceed therefore, Sir, in the 
open and liberal path, and your efforts must 
be crowned with success, I say, ‘Go on 
and prosper,” 
We must defer our remarks upon thi 
létter till next week, when it is possible we 
way be enabled to prove to our correspon- 
dent, that he has noticed the subjects of his 
communicetion with more zeal disere- 
tion. After a little reflection, his excellent 
judgment will instruct him ‘to consider the 
two provisions of which he complains as 
admitting of, apy construction, rather than 
that of having an illiberal tendency. 
A Cxtr. 
August 17, 1831. 


FRACTURE OF THE SKULL— 
CONCUSSION AND COMPRESSION. 


the Editor of Tne Lancer. 

Sia,—Too frequently the dingnosis of 
concussion and compression of, the brain 
difficult ; in the following case it will be 
observed the symptoms were those of the 
former only. Jt is within the bounds of 
possibility that an operation might have 
symplom to justify such ding, 
should hope no man would ae had the 
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& lost, of the profession would be sacrificed to 
mplete create a charity fund; but I trust, Sir, you tatiana: 
| eapert will agree that the institution ought to be a 
which, meiical institution, and the eleemosynary 
ied by conceive, Sir, that it would to 
vent Such power on the grounds stat- 
¢ took = From the advocate of the late talented 
id the Mr. Lambert I cannot expect an answer in} 
trary, 

he was 

of, but 

nhood, 

en. his 

4] fort 

years 

| 


temerity to recommend it. Having seen 
cases recover whith were, apparently, of 
much greater severity, I did not apprebend 
the subjoined ove would have terminated so 
unfortunately, although from the commence- 
ment | considered it highly dangerous. It 

not be unacceptable to the profession 
at large, and as considerable local interest 
is elicited, and a desire exists that it should 


Cuaances 
East Hendred, Aug. 1831. 


On the evening of Tue the 2nd inst., 
as the Rev, George Harwell was 
returning in with three ladies 
from Aston, the from some unknown 
eause took fright and ran away. Miss 
Wileon » of the rev. gen- 

tleman, aged sixteen, of peculiarly delicate 

ornare. in attempting to eseape from the 

ase ad the carriage, is supposed to 

on her side, and to have struck 

pally with inconsiderable 

force, indeed the bonnet did not exhibit the 

ightest mark of violence ; no insensibility 

ed the blow, and her anxiety for the 

fate of her father induced her to run, | am 

informed, a distance exceeding half a mile. 

At the time, Mr, Sowden, of Aston, 

ade practitioner, was called in, 

ict a considerable tumefaction over the 

t parietal bone ; the 

ore in the head, not referable to 

and vomiting, succeeded by a 
slight by. hysterical fit. On reaching Harwell 
the patient was bled, cold evaporating lotions 


were directed to be applied over the whole | 


of the head, and the effervescing draught to 
be often repeated. In reply to @ question 
of the Rey. G. K., Mr, Sowden stated it to 
@ case of concussion without fracture, 
The following morning my attendance was 
Tequested, the most careful examina- 
tioa I could detect neither external wound, 
swelling, nor fracture; the countenance was 
natural ; the respiration unimpeded, neither 
slower nor quicker than usual; the pulse 
tather above 100, moderately full ; warmth 
; skin moist ; the brain performing 

functions ; the irides contracting in a 
s:rong light; volition and sensation perfect ; 
eapece diffused pain over the whole of the 
and vomiting, I gave 

salive effervescing draught, and directed 

three grains of calomel with six of jalap, 
to be taken as soon as the stomach could 
retain them, to be followed at intervals with 
the. 


and cold lotion, In 
finding the symptoms 


valuable | the night, bnt duriug my temporary 


considetable, the 
pulse upwards of he’ pain in’ the head 
and drowsiness increased, ‘I ‘T- had tetourse to 
venesection, and tient being sup- 

ported in an upright 
to syncope, with perceptible relief to the 
pulse, but sone tothe head ;‘half an hour 
afterwards I a dose of the aperient 
mixtute.’ My intention was to have staid 
absence 
(not from the village) soon after ten o'clock, 
my p Oh! my stomach 
4 “threw out her arms, and, 


ptoms, sud: 


sym 
of the 


about twenty-six hours after 
dent, the brain 
had not lost its functions. ‘ 
Examination teonty hours after. death. 
Mr. Hester, of Abingdon, very ay 


attended at 
Sowden. 


the skall, extendin from the Vémbdoidal 
suture, about un ine toward the centre of 
the parietal bone. The calvarium being re- 
moved below the fracture, we discovered a 
not depressed, and about three ountes of 
coagulated blood pressing on the dura- 
mater, correspondent to the external diffu- 
sion, ond extending nearly to the base of 
present|the skull. ‘The bones of the ‘head were 
remarkably thin for so young pergon. 


MR. PATY’S INJECTOR. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancst. 


was much by seeing, in 
your last Number, the engraving of an in- 
strument for mjecting lavements, which 1 
consider likely to be of incalculable service 
in all those diseases wherein there is ~ 
bitual constipation, or, in the phraseology 
a modern classic, “‘ when substances do not 
come down at the water closet.” Patients 
whose alvine excretions ure tardy from 
whatever cause, are obliged to have fre- 

jaent recourse to aperient medicines ; but, 


perience in think 
it cortein that the 


figured in Tue will rsede, in 
many cases, the use of pill, potion, or bel- 
metal, and these individuals will thus es- 
cape the irritation and dyspepsia constantly 
attendant on drastic purgatives often eens, 
Mr. Hant may take his own dinner pi 
which washed down with an ¢i 
bottle of the matchless, I 


| 
pudiistr a, meertion O 
columns will much oblige 
Your obedient servant, | 
ing “beck the scalp we 
xtravasation of blood over 
| 
| 
a sm ister to the pit of the stomach 
leeches to the temple, 
the evening, however, 


tite? 


= 


. BURNETT ESTEEM-TAX. . 
the constitution. would in all probability 


sustain very litle injury, were he after- 
wards.to,swallow the bottle, A varievy of 
machines have been invented for injecting 
enemas, from Dr, Slop’s squirt down to the 
primitive pipe end bladder; we have ma- 
chines of tin, pewter, lead, and brass, of all 
di i indeed the moderas seem rather 


to have studied how to increase the number 
of mechanical contrivances, than to simplify 
aud render them.effective, ln midwifery, 
Mr. Editor, ove gentleman slone has de- 
vised more tools thao would load a jackass— 
one of. which, from its shovel. form, aud 
from its, no small proportion of 
strength, my gardener has found to 

an excellent spud, and has used it this 
spring to dig up, his new,potatoes; for 
which I would recommend it to 
your readers, a8 fts dircewlar and blunt top 


will prevent the vegetables from being cut, 

which must often necessarily happen if you 

take them up with espade. 
Convineed that the more si 


of mechanism.is, the more likely it 
will be to fulfil the purpose for which it is 
designed, I recommended a friend who had 
long laboured wader symptoms indicative of 
stricture io the intestine to apply to 
Mr. Paty.. The individual alluded to had, 
for several years, been under the care of one 
of the most emiaent physicians in London, 
but derived little or no Cenefit from bis ad- 
vice. This patient, now under Mr. Paty’s 
care, has obtained more relief from the em- 
ployment of his machine than from plan 
which had previously been suggested ; bis 
** hydraulic injector” admirably fulfils the 
intention for which it was designed, the 
fluid passes gredually ip a continuous and 
uninterru stream, but is perfectly sub- 
ject to the will of the patient, by whom the 
injection can be rendered slower, or in av 
instant stopped. The individual to whom | 
have referred is not now under tle necessity 
of swallowing aperient medicines, and expe- 
riences a far greater degree of comfort than 
many years The machine 
has none of the jirking movement of the 
piston, but as soon as the pipe has been in- 
troduced, and the stopcock turned, the in- 
jection continues to flow until the suspend- 
ed reservoir is emptied. In strictures, and 
other of the rectum, in obstinate 
constipation, from whatever cause arising, 
T am convinced of its superiority over every 


other enema » and that ils value 
and utility will in such cases lead to its 
general i 

aa » ooo Lonprvensis. 


‘Lauthenticate this paper by my signa- 
Soe is not unknown to your readers 


“To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sin,—I see by this Lancer that 
your correspondent, Harculo, has furnished 
you with a copy of the circular transmitted 
to the different medical officers of the navy, 
by a few surgeons at Portsmouth, stylio 

themselves a committee for presenting Sit 
W. Burnett with a mark of their esteem for 
his valuable and unwearied éxertions in up- 
holding the respectability of the . On 
this subject I intended to have addressed 
you previously, but want of time prevented 
me; I will now, however, make a few re+ 
marks which you are at perfect liberty to 
make what ‘use of you may think proper ; 
but before proceeding further I cannot re- 
frain from expressing my disgust at the con- 
duct of such men as Drs, Mortimer and 
Scott, endeavouring to draW money from 
the pockets of the ill-paid and worse-treated 
surgeons and assistant-surgeous of the navy 


NY | for thé sole purpose of forwarding their own 


private interest, aud currying favour with 
one, who, were he in any other situttion, 
they would consider even beneath their no- 
tice. Hareulo asks, Who oF the 
committee ? and what has Sir William done 
to deserve a mark ofesteem? I will briefly 
inform him— The committee them- 
selves, and Sir William has at all times 
treated the juniors in the service with the 
utmost contempt, and even those of old 
standing have been received in a manner 
highly derogatory to their character ; but to 
this they were obliged to submit, knowing 
well if a word were said on the subject, the 
coast of Africa would be the inevitable con- 
sequence ; that such is the case I could bring 
forward many proofs. Surgeons and assist. 
ants have sent petition after petition, solicit- 
ing that the latter might be removed from 
the midshipmen’s berth, but the answer in- 
variably has been, both from Sir William 
Burnett, and that mixture of ignorance and 
eccentricity Dr. Weir, that they ought to 
be thankful they were so well. Does his 
talent desérve any mark of respect? I 
will not presume to give an opinion, but 
tefer to a work called ** A Treatise on Medi- 
terranean Fevér,” and another under the 
name of ‘*Official Account of the Fever 
which appeared on board the Bann, on the 
coast of Africa;” and if any one read two 
pages of either without throwing away the 

k, I will forfeit twenty pounds towards 
the intended present. 

In conclusion, let me intreat of you to 
continue to devote your attention to this 
branch of the profession, the members of 
which are ed in a situation unable to 
help ves. Believe yours, &c, 


| London, August #0, 1831. 
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TRACHBOTOMY IN HOOPING COUGH. 


To the Editor of Tue Laxcer. 


$ra,—What would be the probable effect 
of performing tracheo , and i og @ 
tube in the trachea, im cases of hooping- 
‘cough attended with frequent and alarming 
closure of the rima glottidis? Would such 
a measure be justifiable as a last resource ? 

_ Yours truly, 

Amicus. 

[Such an operation might be justifiable as 

a * last resource,” but we think it ove 


very questionable utility.);. 


occunnench oF MENSTRUATION DURING 
Te the Bditor of Tat Laxcer. 
. Ste,—Hayi been informed that when a 
femal is eigcuted by hanging, the men- 
+ dischwge always makes its ap- 
e du ing the suspension, in conse- 
nce of which I hear it is customary for 
e exeoutionér to pluce a quantity of straw 
under the drop, 1 take the liberty of in- 
oye of Dr. Millar, Mr. Maemurdo, or Mr. 
, the medical officers of Newgate, whe- 
ther this does actually occur; or if these 
sptlemen cannot give me any information 
bt the subject, perhaps some of your readers, 
who may be connected with county prisons, 
may kindly favour me with an answer through 
your pages. This circumstance, if true, is 
a curious physiological phenomenon, bear- 
ing. some analogy to the erection of the 
ing during the suspension of the male. 
The favour of on Rep insertion to this, is 
respectfully solicited by 
E. H. Camrsaxt, Surg. R.N, 
Great Portland-st., 
_ Saturday, Aug, 20, 1831, 


PROPOSAL FOR A MEDICAL LIBRARY AND 
_ READING-ROOM JN 


To Editor of Tus Lancer. 


Sir,—You will oblige a. Lambeth practi- 
tioner by allowing him, through the medium 
6f yout Journal, to suggest to the medical 
men on the Surrey side of the Thames the 
fornistion of a library aud debating society, 
im sonde centrul situation (say near the Ele- 
Castle). The former is quite a 

‘sideratum, and*I am convinced might 
— be established, ifa few individuals of 


MEDICAL LIBRARY AT LAMBETH. 


it their support. I think also we should 
have no difficulty in forming the latter, as I 
have heard many object to the London aud 
Westminster Societies on account of the 
distance, but 1 am sare they would willingly 
become membogs of a society the imme- 
diate peighbourbood,, this may 
excite the attention of some correspondent 
who will have more influence than myself. 
A Youne Practiriongr. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Aathorised Prescriber. Ac 
to the language of Mr. Baron io tre case fo 
which our correspondent refers, Mr. Ryan could 
have been lly p ited by the C y 
for prescribing and preparing a dose of rh for 
an affection of the bowels, even if * surgeon” ani 
‘chemist’? had been written ten thousend times 
upon his walls, windows, and doors, The Act is 
really an one, but = the judges, for 
seizing wpon the worst parts of it to harass, perplex, 
impri the members of the Coilege 


Constant Reader.~—Naval Surgeon. 
Not unless he were in practice as am apoth in 
Eugland or Wales before the Ist of August, 1815. 
Such is the borribie state of the law. 
f i it ictl 
tion add d to Senatus A nyse 
we have little duubt, be followed by the remission 
which he desires. 

The communication dated Gosport, bas 
been received. When it was written thor 
pane had not seen the last nuniber oe" Tre 
CBr. 
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